Bill 2014-45 Ordinance 5851

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CAMERON, CLINTON AND
DeKALB COUNTIES, MISSOURI, CREATING SECTION 8-36.1
REGARDING HARASSMENT TO ARTICLE I - IN GENERAL, OF
CHAPTER 8 — OFFENSES MISCELLANEOUS OF THE CITY OF
CAMERON CODE

WHEREAS, harassment is a serious act which causes a person to be frightened,
intimidated, or have emotional distress; and

WHEREAS, the State of Missouri has passed legislation dealing with this issue at the
state level as well as creating charge codes available for local/ordinance violations.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF CAMERON, CLINTON AND DeKALB COUNTIES, MISSOURI AS
FOLLOWS:

Section 1. The Mayor and City Council are hereby authorized to create Sections 8-36.1
as follows:

Sec. 8-36.1 Harassment.
(@) A person commits the offense of harassment if he or she:

(1) Knowingly communicates a threat to commit any felony to
another person and in so doing frightens, intimidates, or causes
emotional distress to such other person;

(2) When communicating with another person, knowingly uses
coarse language offensive to one of average sensibility and
thereby puts such person in reasonable apprehension of
offensive physical contact or harm;

(3) Knowingly frightens, intimidates, or causes emotional distress
to another person by anonymously making a telephone call or
any electronic communication;

(4) Knowingly communicates with another person who is, or who
purports to be, seventeen (17) years of age or younger and in so
doing and without good cause recklessly frightens, intimidates,
or causes emotional distress to such other person;

(5) Knowingly makes a repeated unwanted communication to
another person; or

(6) Without good cause engages in any other act with the purpose
to frighten, intimidate, or cause emotional distress to another
person, cause such person to be frightened, intimidated, or
emotionally distressed, and such person’s response to the act is
one of a person of average sensibilities considering the age of
such person.



(b) Harassment is an ordinance violation unless:
(1) Committed by a person twenty-one (21) years of age or older
against a person seventeen (17) years of age or younger; or
(2) The person has previously pleaded guilty to or been found
guilty of a violation of this Section, or of any offense
committed in violation of any County or Municipal ordinance
in any State, and State law, and Federal law, or any military
law which, if committed in this State, would be chargeable or
indictable as a violation of any offense listed in this Section.
(c) This Section shall not apply to activities of Federal, State, County, or
Municipal Law Enforcement Officers conducting investigations of

violation(s) of Federal, State, County, or Municipal law.
(Note — Under certain circumstances this offense can be a felony under state law.)
(State law reference — Similar provisions, RSMo 565.090)

Section 2. The Mayor is authorized to sign this Ordinance, approving it on behalf of the
City of Cameron.

Section 3. The City Clerk is directed to attest to the Mayor’s signature.

Section 4. This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after the date of its
passage and approval.

Passed and approved on first reading this 22" day of September 2014.
Passed and approved on second reading this 6t day of October 2014.
Passed and approved on third and final reading this 20t day of October 2014.

Mayor Dennis M. Clark
ATTEST:

City Clerk/Finance Clerk



