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MEMO 
 
 
To:  Mayor and City Council 
 
From:  Mark Gaugh, Interim City Manager 
 
Date:  June 20, 2011 
 
Re:  Interim Manager’s Report 
 
 
 
 


1. Air Show Update by Michelle Fagerstone 
 


2. Sanitary Sewer Evaluation Survey (SSES) 
 


3. General Fund Review 
 


4. Update – Utility Transfers 
 


5. July 5 Meeting 
 


6. Codes Discussion 
 


7. Tour Dates 
 


 
 








BILL 2011-47 
*** First Reading *** 


Agenda Item 
 
TO:  Mayor and City Council 
 
FROM:  Mark S. Gaugh, Interim City Manager 
 
DATE: June 20, 2011 
 
RE:  Council Compensation Ordinance  
 
Issues  
 
Council has directed staff to prepare an ordinance to more clearly define compensation 
for members of the Council. Compensation for members of the Council is currently based 
on an automatic adjustment according to the Consumer Price Index (CPI).  However, 
Council does not want any compensation increases that would exceed that of City 
employees. In addition, Council would like to have the option of opting out of any pay all 
together, on an individual basis, should they choose to do so. 
 
Recommendation 


 
Staff recommends that the Council consider the attached Ordinance to address the 
compensation issue. 







 


 


Bill 2011-47                 
 


AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE COMPENSATION OF THE 
CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CAMERON, CLINTON AND 
DeKALB COUNTIES, MISSOURI AMENDING SECTION 2-24. 


SALARY 
 
 WHEREAS, the 92nd General Assembly of the State of Missouri did repeal 
section 78.590, RSMo and enacted a new section relating to salary of council members in 
certain cities; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on January 4, 2005 Ordinance 5180 was passed authorizing a 
beginning compensation of $1,640 based on a 82 hours worked per year; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it was also recommended at that time that an annual adjustment 
based on the Consumer Price Index (CPI) be implemented; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Council has determined that their increase in compensation should 
mirror any annual increase provided for City employees; and 
 


WHEREAS, Council also would like the ability to opt out of receiving any 
compensation for their service. 
 


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF CAMERON, CLINTON AND DeKALB COUNTIES, MISSOURI, AS 
FOLLOWS:   
 


Section 1.  Section 2-24. Salary of the Cameron City Code is hereby amended as 
follows: 


 
Sec. 2-24. Salary 


Beginning 2008, the salary of each member of the City Council of the City of 
Cameron shall be one thousand six hundred forty dollars ($1,640.00) annually 
and shall be paid on a quarterly basis.  Each April, Councilmembers may elect 
to accept a percentage increase equal to that realized by City employees for the 
current budget year, waive any increase, or waive any and all compensation. 


 
Section 2.  The Mayor is hereby authorized to sign this ordinance on behalf of the 


City of Cameron. 
 
Section 3.  The City Clerk is hereby directed to attest to the Mayor’s signature. 
 
Section 4.  This ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after the date 


of its passage and approval. 
 
Passed and approved on first reading this 20th day of June 2011.  







 


 


Passed and approved on second reading this _____ day of ____________ 2011. 
Passed and approved on third and final reading this _____ day of ________ 2011. 


 


                                                                                  ______________________________ 
                                                                                  Mayor Frank A. Buck 
ATTEST: 
 
______________________________ 
City Clerk 
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BILL 2011-48 
*** First Reading *** 


Agenda Item 
 
TO:  Mayor and City Council 
 
FROM:  Mark S. Gaugh, Interim City Manager 
 
DATE: June 20, 2011 
 
RE:  Repeal of System Development Charge  
 
Issues  
 
On Tuesday, June 14, 2011 the Council Water/Sewer/Storm Water Committee met to 
discuss several issues, one of which was the System Development Charge. The System 
Development Charge (SDC) is a charge for new, or upsized water services. The amount 
is based on meter size, and the typical residential unit is fed from a 5/8 inch water meter. 
The SDC for that meter size is $2,000. The SDC was enacted in 2007/08 when the 
economy was still fairly strong. The purpose of the charge is to allocate costs for water 
system development, similar to a user fee. How the Water Fund is compensated is really 
a matter of philosophy. Without a System Development Charge, water costs are simply 
applied across the rate base. The SDC is probably more practical during periods of high 
growth. During high growth, the cost is less of a burden and the capital needs for system 
development are higher. When housing construction is slow, the charge may have a 
negative effect of discouraging development. Since our goal is to encourage 
development, it may be beneficial to eliminate the SDC, and re-visit it in a couple of 
years. 
 
 
Recommendation 


 
The Water/Sewer/Storm Water Committee recommends that the Council repeal the 
ordinance for the System Development Charge and review it in a year or two when the 
economy improves.  







 


 


Bill 2011-48        
 


AN ORDINANCE RESCINDING ORDINANCE 5411 AND REPEALING 
SECTION 12-139, SYSTEM DEVELOPMENT CHARGE OF THE CITY OF 
CAMERON CODE WHICH ESTABLISHED A SYSTEM DEVELOPMENT 


CHARGE TO BE COLLECTED FROM OWNERS OF NEWLY 
DEVELOPED PROPERTY BEFORE CONNECTING TO THE WATER 


SYSTEM IN THE CITY OF CAMERON, CLINTON AND DeKALB 
COUNTIES, MISSOURI 


 
WHEREAS, Ordinance 5411, AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING A SYSTEM 


DEVELOPMENT CHARGE TO BE COLLECTED FROM THE OWNERS OF NEWLY 
DEVELOPED PROPERTY BEFORE CONNECTING TO THE CITY OF CAMERON, 
CLINTON AND DeKALB COUNTIES, MISSOURI WATER SYSTEM OR REQUESTING 
ADDITIONAL CAPACITY FROM THE WATER SYSTEM  approved by the City of Cameron 
on February 4, 2008, and;  


 
WHEREAS, the Water/Sewer/Storm Water Committee has met and determined the 


System Development Charge, given current economic conditions,  is having an negative effect 
and discouraging development in the City of Cameron; and 


 
WHEREAS, the Committee recommends rescinding Ordinance 5411 and re-visiting the 


charge when the economic conditions improve. 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF CAMERON, 


CLINTON AND DeKALB COUNTIES, MISSOURI AS FOLLOWS: 
 
Section 1.  Ordinance 5411 establishing a System Development Charge is hereby 


rescinded. 
 
Section 2.  Section 12-139, System development charge, of Division 5, Rates and 


Charges, of Article II, Water, of Chapter 12, Water, Sewage and Electricity of the City of 
Cameron Code is hereby repealed. 


 
Section 3.  The Mayor is hereby authorized to sign this rescinding ordinance. 
 
Section 4.  The City Clerk is hereby directed to attest to the Mayor’s signature and record 


this ordinance. 
 
Section 5.  This ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after the date of its 


passage and approval. 
 
Passed and approved on first reading this 20th day of June 2011.  


 Passed and approved on second reading this _____ day of ____________ 2011. 







 


 


 Passed and approved on third and final reading this _____ day of ________ 2011.  
          
                                                                                           
        ________________________  


Mayor Frank A. Buck 
ATTEST:  
 
 
 __________________________ 
City Clerk 
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BILL 2011-49 
*** First Reading *** 


 AGENDA ITEM 
 
 
TO:  Mayor and City Council  
 
FROM: Drew Bontrager, Public Works Director 
 
DATE:   June 20, 2011 
 
RE:  Regulation of Infectious or Regulated Waste   
 
 


PURPOSE 
 
The attached bill would amend and establish a new paragraph (6), of Section 5-57, Division 2, 
Article III, of Chapter 5 of the Solid Waste Code. This addition would add a paragraph 
prohibiting the placement of infectious or regulated waste in a refuse container that is not 
intended for such wastes and marked as such. 
 
 


BACKGROUND 
 
Last fall, our waste hauler brought a concern of customer’s improper packaging of sharps in 
regular residential waste, and the potential for workers accidently coming into contact.  There is a 
need to protect the health and safety of the general public and the waste collection workers by 
requiring generators/users of sharps to properly package them so haulers won't get stuck.   
 
The State of Missouri currently has regulations that all sharps shall be packaged in rigid, leak-
resistant and puncture-resistant containers and sealed prior to disposal.  However, the Committee 
felt the concern for general public and waste hauler safety is great enough to require this at a local 
level for enforcement.   
 


 
RECOMMENDATION 


 
The Solid Waste Committee has reviewed this issue and recommends passage of an addition to 
the Prohibited Practices to include infectious and regulated waste.   







 


 


Bill 2011-49         
 


AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTION 5-57, PROHIBITED 
PRACTICES, OF DIVISION 2, SOLID WASTE COLLECTION & 


DISPOSAL, OF ARTICLE III, REFUSE, OF CHAPTER 5, HEALTH AND 
SANITATION OF THE CITY OF CAMERON CODE TO PROVIDE A 


NEW PARAGRAPH (6) FOR THE REGULATION OF INFECTIOUS OR 
REGULATED WASTE   


 
WHEREAS, there is a need to protect the health and safety of the general public and the 


solid waste collection workers; and   
 


WHEREAS, the City of Cameron, Solid Waste Committee has reviewed and 
recommends passage of an addition to the Prohibited Practices to include infectious and 
regulated waste. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF CAMERON, CLINTON AND DeKALB COUNTIES, MISSOURI AS 
FOLLOWS: 
 


Section 1.  Establish a new section (6) of Section 5-57, Prohibited practices, of Division 
2, Solid Waste Collection and Disposal, of Article III, Refuse, of Chapter 5, Health and 
Sanitation of the City of Cameron Code as follows:  


 
(6) Place hazardous, infectious or regulated waste in a refuse container that is not 


intended for such wastes and marked as such. Any infectious wastes generated from 
residential sources must be placed in a rigid leak-proof, puncture resistant container 
with a tight fitting lid. Infectious wastes generated from commercial sources cannot 
be discarded into the municipal solid waste stream. 


 
Section 2.  The Mayor is hereby authorized to sign this Ordinance on behalf of the City of 


Cameron.  
 
 Section 3.  The City Clerk is directed to attest to the Mayor’s signature. 
 


Section 4.  This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after the date of its 
passage and approval.   
  


Passed and approved on first reading this 20th day of June 2011. 
Passed and approved on second reading this    day of    2011. 
Passed and approved on third and final reading this    day of    2011. 


 
 
              
       Mayor Frank Buck 
ATTEST: 
       
City Clerk 
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AGENDA ITEM 
 
 
TO:  Mayor and City Council  
 
FROM: Clyde Han, Building Inspector 
 
DATE: Tuesday, June 14, 2011 
 
RE:   Reactive verses Proactive “Code Enforcement” 
 
History: 
 


 Code Enforcement / Animal Control and the city pound were the 
responsibility of the Police Department. In 1999 the city moved to 
civilianize Animal control and Code enforcement to free sworn officers for 
other duties.  
 


 2006 Council approved the addition of a “Code Enforcement” officer. 
 


 2007 – 2009: Code enforcement sent out over 1500 letters on code 
violations. Every letter informs the recipient of the item(s) in violation, 
along with a picture; a copy of the ordinance and depending on the type of 
violation, 7 to 10 days to correct the issue or contact the code 
enforcement officer if a time extension is needed or there is a question 
regarding the notice.  
 


 April 2010: Code Enforcement was directed to be reactive and respond to 
complaint only; we were not initiate notification of violations on our own. 
 


 May 24, 2011: Code Enforcement was directed to be proactive on “Grass 
and Weeds” only.     
 


 June 6, 2011: Council asks that “Code Enforcement” be added to the 
agenda to discuss “Reactive verses Proactive” Code Enforcement.  
 


Discussion: 
 


 How would council like “Code Enforcement” to proceed: reactive or 
proactive? 
 


 Reactive or proactive on all codes or select codes? 
 


 








 
AGENDA ITEM 


 
 
TO:  Mayor and City Council  
 
FROM: Mike O’Donnell, Chairman of Planning and Zoning 
 
DATE:   June 16, 2011 
 
RE:  Planning and Zoning Appointments     
 
The term of Mark Garges on the Planning and Zoning Commission expires June of 2011.   
At the Planning And Zoning Commission Meeting held June 13, 2011 Mark wishes to be 
reappointed to another term as Commissioner on the board.  The Planning and Zoning 
Commission voted and recommends his reappointment to the Commission. As chairman, 
I wish for this recommendation to be on Council agenda on June 20, 2011 as we need to 
keep the board current.   








 
AGENDA ITEM 


 
 
TO:  Mayor and City Council  
 
FROM: Drew Bontrager, Public Works Director 
 
DATE:   June 6, 2011 
 
RE:  Park Board Appointments     
 
 
 
The Park Board is a nine-member board with members serving three-year terms.  The 
terms are staggered with three set to expire at the end of June. Currently, we have two 
members, Rob Balliett and Al Briggs, who have both agreed to volunteer their time and 
serve on the Board for another term.   
 
Park Board appointments are outlined by Ordinance, and state the Mayor shall appoint 
members, with the consent of the Council, chosen from citizens at large with reference to 
their fitness for such office.   
Traditionally, the Park Board has advertised in the local paper any vacancies.  The Board 
then reviews applicants and makes a recommendation for appointment to the Mayor and 
Council.    
 
The last of the expired terms is Phil Robinson, who is no longer able to serve on the 
Board.  We are currently advertising for interested candidates and will have a 
recommendation at a later date.       
 
The Park Board unanimously recommends as follows: reappoint Rob Balliett and Al 
Briggs.   
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REGULAR SESSION 
City Hall – 205 North Main Street 


6:00 p.m. 
June 20, 2011 


Tentative 


 
1.  Pledge of Allegiance 


 
2.  Roll Call  
 
3.  Minutes of the June 6, 2011 and June 13, 2011 Meetings 
 
4.  Public Participation (Five minute time limit) 


 
a.  Airshow Update – Lee Crouch 
b. Chamber of Commerce Airshow Information – Michelle Fagerstone 


 
5.  City Manager’s Report 
 
6.  Unfinished Business 


 
a. First Reading 2011-47, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE COMPENSATION OF 


THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CAMERON, CLINTON AND DeKALB 
COUNTIES, MISSOURI AMENDING SECTION 2-24. SALARY (attached)  
 


b. First Reading 2011-48, AN ORDINANCE RESCINDING ORDINANCE 5411 AND 
REPEALING SECTION 12-139, SYSTEM DEVELOPMENT CHARGE OF THE CITY 
OF CAMERON CODE WHICH ESTABLISHED A SYSTEM DEVELOPMENT 
CHARGE TO BE COLLECTED FROM OWNERS OF NEWLY DEVELOPED 
PROPERTY BEFORE CONNECTING TO THE WATER SYSTEM IN THE CITY OF 
CAMERON, CLINTON AND DeKALB COUNTIES, MISSOURI  (attached) 


 
7.  New Business 


 
a. First Reading Bill 2011-49, AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTION 5-57, 


PROHIBITED PRACTICES, OF DIVISION 2, SOLID WASTE COLLECTION & 
DISPOSAL, OF ARTICLE III, REFUSE, OF CHAPTER 5, HEALTH AND 
SANITATION OF THE CITY OF CAMERON CODE TO PROVIDE A NEW 
PARAGRAPH (6) FOR THE REGULATION OF INFECTIOUS OR REGULATED 
WASTE  (attached) 


 
b. Discussion Code Enforcement (attached) 


 
c. Appointments: 


 
1.  Planning and Zoning Appointment (attached) 







 
CITY OF CAMERON 


AGENDA 


Page 2 


 


2. Park Board (attached) 
 
8.  Public Participation (Five minute time limit) 
 
9.   Miscellaneous  


 
10. Adjourn 
 
The meeting will be open to the public.  Copies of the Bills referred to above will be available 
for public inspection prior to the meeting in the office of the City Clerk. 


   
The City of Cameron does not discriminate against 


 the physically or mentally impaired. 
 
 


Dated:  June 16, 2011                                                Barbara J. O’Connor, CMC, City Clerk 
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CITY OF CAMERON 
MINUTES 


JUNE 6, 2011 
 
 
REGULAR SESSION 
 
Frank A. Buck   P 
Mark L. Carr   P 
Dennis M. Clark  P 
Jerri Ann Eddins  P 
David Fry   P 
   
 The City Council of the City of Cameron, Missouri met in Regular Session on Monday, 
the 6th day of June 2011, at six o’clock p.m. at City Hall.  Boy Scouts in attendance lead the 
Pledge of Allegiance to the flag of the United States of America. 
 


Mayor Dennis M. Clark presided with the following Councilmembers present:  Frank A. 
Buck, Mark L. Carr, Jerri Ann Eddins and David Fry.   Absent:  none. 
 
 Present were City Manager David Watson, Attorney for the City Mitch Elliott and City 
Clerk Barbara J. O’Connor. 
 
 Minutes of the May 16, 2011, meeting were approved as submitted with a unanimous 
voice vote on motion made by Councilmember Buck and seconded by Councilmember Carr. 
 


PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
 Julie Becker, 424 East Third Street, referenced the recent tragedy in Joplin where an EF-5 
tornado destroyed a large portion of the city.  Ms. Becker suggested organizing a central effort 
for future disasters.   Mayor Clark noted the City of Cameron had responded to the Joplin 
disaster sending a number of police officers to assist in emergency management. 
 


Andrew Carr, Boy Scout Troop 87, presented a slide show of his Eagle Scout tree farm 
project and thanked City Manager Watson and Public Works Director Bontrager for the 
opportunity to complete his project. 


 
CITY MANAGER REPORT 


 
1. Boards and Commission Appointments.  Staff is preparing a report on the process 


used to appoint boards and commissions in the City of Cameron.  The report will 
address terms, conditions of appointment and filling of vacancies.  Staff plans to 
present the report to Council in July. 
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2. Sanitary Sewer Evaluation Survey (I&I).  Engineers will be in the field this week 
inspecting manholes.  The evaluation is proceeding as planned and should be 
completed by the end of the calendar or the year. 


3. Recycling: Curbside and Drop-Off Center.  Staff is talking with Clinco management 
about the possibility of Clinco operating our curbside program.  A three (3) month 
trial period has been proposed with Clinco picking up of recycling City wide.   
Discussion was also held regarding the possibility of either closing the drop-off center 
located at Sutherlands or moving the center to property adjacent to Clinco.  Clinco 
has not made a decision on the proposal at this time. 


4. Impact Fee.  City Manager Watson received the storm water management plan from 
engineer Mark Young.  A committee meeting will be set up later this week to review 
the plan. 


5. Pay Adjustment for City Council.  By ordinance, the Council receives a pay increase 
equal to the Consumer Price Index.  The increase for this year is 3.2 percent which 
was reflected in this quarter’s payment.  Council instructed Staff to review the 
ordinance and add the option for Council to decline the increase and/or receive the 
same percentage increase, if any, as the City employees.  A bill will be presented at 
the June 20, 2011 Council Session for Council consideration.  


6. Retirement.  Development Director Shellby Hendee retired effective June 3, 2011.  
City Manager Watson said he does not recommend re-hiring the position of 
Development Director.  Other cities have gone to a private/public partnership for the 
position and are getting away from having a city employee serving in that capacity.  
City Manager Watson said he will seek Council direction on the position. 


 
Councilmember Eddins inquired about the delay in getting answers regarding the impact 


fees request.  City Manager Watson said he has a large work load and has enlisted the help of 
Amy McVicker, Accounts Payable/Tax Clerk.  A Committee meeting will be held this week 
regarding impact fees. 


 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 


 
Bill 2011-42, AN ORDINANCE FOR THE CITY OF CAMERON, CLINTON AND 


DeKALB COUNTIES, MISSOURI TO RESCIND ORDINANCE 5288 AND ENACT A 
NEW ORDINANCE TO OPT IN TO THE STATE (BACK TO SCHOOL) SALES TAX 
HOLIDAY, was read by title on third reading by City Clerk O’Connor.  Copies of said Bill 
2011-42 were available for the public.  Motion was made by Councilmember Fry and seconded 
by Councilmember Eddins to pass said bill on third reading by roll call.  Discussion. The sales 
tax exemption is for back to school items purchased the first weekend in August.  Bill 2011-41 
passed by the following roll call vote:  “Aye”:  Councilmembers:  Buck, Carr, Clark, Eddins and 
Fry.  “Nay” none. The Mayor thereupon declared said bill duly adopted and said bill was 
numbered ORDINANCE 5673, was thereupon signed by the Mayor and attested by the City 
Clerk. 


 
City Manager Watson informed Council that the Finance/Budget Committee 


recommended Bill 2011-41, AN ORDINANCE FOR THE CITY OF CAMERON, 
CLINTON AND DeKALB COUNTIES, MISSOURI APPROVING BUDGET 
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ADJUSTMENT ONE (1) FOR THE BUDGET YEAR OF OCTOBER 1, 2010 TO 
SEPTEMBER 30, 2011 be pulled from the agenda.  There were no objections and Bill 2011-42 
was withdrawn pending further information and research. 


 
Bill 2011-45, AN ORDINANCE FOR THE CITY OF CAMERON, CLINTON AND 


DeKALB COUNTIES, MISSOURI AUTHORIZING  A FULL DEED OF RELEASE IN 
SATISFACTION OF A NOTE SECURED BY A DEED OF TRUST FOR MICHAEL 
WEATHERSBEE IN VALLEY BROOK SUBDIVISION, was read by title by City Clerk 
O’Connor.  Copies of said Bill 2011-45 were available for the public.  Motion was made by 
Councilmember Buck and seconded by Councilmember Carr to pass said bill on first reading.  
Discussion.  Mr. Weathersbee has fulfilled this three (3) year occupancy agreement entered into 
upon purchase of the property.  The agreement provided assistance of a $3,000 down payment in 
the form of a Forgivable Promissory Note secured by a Deed of Trust. Mr. Weathersbee has met 
the terms of the agreement and a Deed of release needs to be issued.   Motion carried 
unanimously.   
  
 Motion was made by Councilmember Carr and seconded by Councilmember Buck to 
suspend the rules and place said bill on second reading.  Discussion.  None.  Motion carried 
unanimously.   
 


On motion made by Councilmember Buck and seconded by Councilmember Eddins said 
bill was placed on second reading, was read by title and passed by the following roll call vote:  
“Aye”:  Councilmembers:  Buck, Carr, Clark, Eddins and Fry.  “Nay” none. The Mayor 
thereupon declared said bill duly adopted and said bill was numbered ORDINANCE 5674, was 
thereupon signed by the Mayor and attested by the City Clerk. 


 
Bill 2011-46, AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AN AGREEMENT BY AND 


BETWEEN THE CITY OF CAMERON, CLINTON AND DeKALB COUNTIES, 
MISSOURI AND JAMES H. CLINE TRUST, was read by title by City Clerk O’Connor.  
Copies of said Bill 2011-46 were available for the public.  Motion was made by Councilmember 
Buck and seconded by Councilmember Carr to pass said bill on first reading.  Discussion.   City 
Manager Watson said the total cost of the agreement for restoration is $13,750.  Duffy Reynolds 
will do the work with the City purchasing and installing the drop box portion of the project.   
Motion carried unanimously.   
  
 Motion was made by Councilmember Fry and seconded by Councilmember Eddins to 
suspend the rules and place said bill on second reading.  Discussion.  None.  Motion carried 
unanimously.   
 


On motion made by Councilmember Eddins and seconded by Councilmember Carr said 
bill was placed on second reading, was read by title and passed by the following roll call vote:  
“Aye”:  Councilmembers:  Buck, Carr, Clark, Eddins and Fry.  “Nay” none. The Mayor 
thereupon declared said bill duly adopted and said bill was numbered ORDINANCE 5675, was 
thereupon signed by the Mayor and attested by the City Clerk. 


 
NEW BUSINESS 
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None. 


 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 


 
 None. 


MISCELLANEOUS 
 
City Clerk O'Connor: 


 Informed Council the Administrative Staff processed 3,664 transactions at the 
front counter and drive through window in the month of May.  Over $444,000 
was collected in online and debit/credit card payments.  Staff is pleased with the 
addition and utilization of the payment options. 


 
Councilmember Carr: 


 Presented a slide show denoting residential and business location where Code 
needs to be enforced. Councilmember Carr said Code enforcement needs to be 
more pro-active. 


 
City Attorney Elliott: 


 Expressed his appreciation to the Cameron Police Department for their work in 
Joplin, noting that the Department is recognized state wide as extremely 
professional.  City Attorney Elliott said the City of Cameron was well represented 
by the Department. 


 
Inspector Han: 


 Said he agreed with Councilmember Carr on his Code enforcement comments.  
Staff was instructed to operate on a complaint based mode and that form has 
gotten out of hand.  City Manager Watson sent a memo last week to the Code 
Department instructing them to go pro-active.   


 
Fire Chief Mike O’Donnell: 


 Informed Council the Fire Department now has the 1999 Freightliner Fire Truck 
in house and it is ready to go. 


 
Public Works Director Bontrager: 


 Reminded all that the Cameron Airshow is being held Saturday, June 11, 2011. 
 


Code enforcement discussion will be placed on the June 20, 2011 agenda. 
 


PROJECT UPDATE 
 


City Manager Watson reviewed the “2010 Vision Revised Plan”.   
 Storm Water Management Plan and Program.  A draft of the Storm Water 


Management Plan has been received and will be delivered to Council soon. 
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 Inflow and Infiltration (I&I) Improvement Plan. Work will begin this week with 
manhole inspections.  Flow monitoring for the study is being done by Staff in an 
effort to be more cost effective. 


 Walnut Street Improvements. The Missouri Department of Transportation is 
planning to mill and overlay Walnut Street in 2012.  A sales tax has been 
discussed for storm water improvements.  If the tax is successful, storm water 
work would begin on Walnut Street and could include blocks east and west of 
Walnut Street. 


 Road Maintenance and Improvement Plan.  Public Works Director Drew 
Bontrager presented an update in a joint committee meeting with the 
Budget/Finance Committee and the Street Committee.  The Street Committee 
plans to finalize the Improvement Plan in June and more information will be 
coming to Council. 


 Volunteer Resource Center.  CAP has agreed to be the main player to get the 
project started. 


 Comprehensive Plan Implementation.  Staff is continuing to implement the plan 
as much as possible.  A Park Master Plan is scheduled to be completed late 
summer or early fall. 


 Solid Waste Program.  Working with Clinco on the program was discussed earlier 
in the Session. 


 Tree Planting.  Andrew Carr, working on his Eagle Scout project, has donated and 
planted 160 trees at the Water Treatment Plant. 
 


Executive Session for Litigation and Personnel was discussed.  City Manager Watson, 
City Clerk O'Connor and City Attorney Elliott will attend the Litigation portion of the Executive 
Session and then would be excused for the Personnel portion.  Mayor Clark moved to have the 
City Manager, City Clerk and City Attorney attend the Personnel Executive Session.  
Councilmember Fry seconded the motion.  Motion failed with Councilmembers Clark and Fry 
voting “Aye” and Councilmembers Buck, Carr and Eddins voting “Nay”. 


 
Motion was made at 7:00 p.m. to adjourn into Executive Session to discuss Litigation, 


and Personnel [RSMo 610.021(1) (3)] by Councilmember Buck.  Seconding the motion was 
Councilmember Carr. Roll call vote:  “Aye”: Councilmembers: Buck, Carr, Eddins and Fry.  
“Nay” none.  Abstain: Mayor Clark. 


 
* * * * * * * 


 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 


 
Litigation:  No motions made or votes taken. 
 
Personnel:  Councilmember Eddins moved to terminate the employment of David 


Watson as City Manager of the City of Cameron. Councilmember Carr seconded the motion.  
Motion passed with the following roll call vote:  “Aye:  Councilmembers: Buck, Carr and 
Eddins.  “Nay” Councilmembers: Clark and Fry.  
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 There was no motion made or vote taken to return to public session and Council exited 
the building at 8:15 p.m. which effectively adjourned the Regular Session.   Personnel Executive 
Minutes supplied by Councilmember Carr. 
 
               APPROVED: 
 
 


                                                                  _______________________________ 
              Mayor Pro-Tem Frank A. Buck 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
City Clerk 
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CITY OF CAMERON 
MINUTES 


JUNE 13, 2011 
 
 
SPECIAL SESSION 
 
Frank A. Buck   P 
Mark L. Carr   P 
Dennis M. Clark  P 
Jerri Ann Eddins  P 
David Fry   P 
   
 The City Council of the City of Cameron, Missouri met in Special Session on Monday, 
the 6th day of June 2011, at four o’clock p.m. at City Hall.  Mayor Pro-Tem Frank Buck led the 
Pledge of Allegiance to the flag of the United States of America. 
 


Mayor Pro-Tem Frank A. Buck presided with the following Councilmembers present:  
Mark L. Carr, Dennis M. Clark, Jerri Ann Eddins and David Fry.   Absent:  none.  
 
 Present were Attorney for the City Mitch Elliott and City Clerk Barbara J. O’Connor. 
 


Election of Mayor and/or Mayor Pro-Tem.  On June 8, 2011 Mayor Dennis M. Clark 
submitted his resignation as Mayor of the City of Cameron, but not as a Councilmember.  
Councilmember Carr asked to move Public Participation up on the agenda to allow citizen input 
before electing a Mayor and/or Mayor Pro-Tem.  There were no objections from Council. 
 


PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 


 Gary Frazier, 103 East Fourth Street, asked what has been going on and how can the 
community help to pull together for a better Cameron. 
 
 Mayor Pro-Tem Buck asked City Attorney Elliott to explain the process used for the 
Personnel Session held June 6, 2011 which lead to the termination of employment of City 
Manager David Watson. City Attorney Elliott noted that he had conducted an ethics training 
session at a recent Council Session, but open meetings was not addressed. He proceeded to 
address that training at this time.  RSMo 610 requires all business to be done in a public meeting 
with records kept.  There are recognized exceptions for real estate, litigation and personnel.  
When purchasing or selling real estate, public knowledge could affect the purchase price.  Also 
with litigation, public knowledge could have an adverse affect on the outcome of the litigation.  
Meetings can be closed for personnel if there are identifiable issues for hiring, firing or 
disciplining a particular employee.  It is under the City Council’s authority to deal with personnel 
issues for the City Manager and the City Clerk. All other employees fall under the duties of the 
City Manager.   
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The first portion of the Executive Session June 6, 2011 was held under RSMo 610.021[1] 


for litigation.  The Council then excused all others from the Session and met under RSMo 
610.021 [3] for personnel.  Any votes made during Executive Session must be made by roll call 
vote and reported within 72 hours to the public.  An error was made at the June 6, 2011 
Executive Session when the Session was not closed properly. Council needed to return to 
Regular Session to close the June 6, 2011 Regular Council Session.  The purpose of closing a 
meeting in this fashion is to ascertain that no public business was conducted after the closed 
session.  Mayor Pro-Tem Buck apologized for the error.  City Attorney Elliott said it was not a 
serious error because no public business was discussed.  It is, however, a technical violation and 
the Missouri Attorney General or the Clinton County Prosecutor could file charges.  They both 
also have the authority not to prosecute.  A fine of up to $1,000 could be levied for the violation.  
City Attorney Elliott said the Council has the authority to say who is included or excluded during 
an executive session.  The exception to that is Council cannot exclude a member of the Council. 


 
City Attorney Elliott asked Council if they all had the Missouri Sunshine Law booklet 


published by the Attorney General’s office.  All Councilmembers acknowledged they do have 
the booklet.  City Attorney Elliott said the Question and Answer portion of the booklet is very 
good and should be referenced by Council.  No business is required to be conducted in executive 
session, but it can be done for the exceptions reviewed by City Attorney Elliott.  All votes must 
be taken by roll call and reported within 72 hours to the public.  City Attorney Elliott closed by 
quoting former US President Gerald Ford on how to handle adverse circumstances using the four 
(4) C’s:  communication, cooperation, conciliation and compromise.  City Attorney Elliott asked 
each Councilmember to start today as the first day of the rest of Cameron history and to ignore 
the past and move forward. 


 
When asked for comment on the legality of the personnel closed session, City Attorney 


Elliott responded that he was not in attendance during the session but stated he did not know of 
anything that was illegal and knows of no improprieties.  


 
Bud Linder, 607 West Sixth Street, asked what had to be done in order for the public to 


elect the Mayor rather than the Council.  City Attorney Elliott explained the City of Cameron 
held an election a number of years ago and voted to become a City Manager/Council form of 
government.  The government form is a five (5) person Council with the members of Council 
electing the Mayor.  The only way to change the form of government is to have a petition drive 
to ask voters to change to a charter form of government which is allowed to have the public vote 
for mayor. 


 
Zack Workman, 405 Aquila Drive, said there is a professional way to conduct business 


and questioned the Council’s method of actions taken in terminating David Watson as City 
Manager during the Personnel Executive Session June 6, 2011. Mr. Workman stated he felt 
decisions had been made outside City Hall by three (3) Councilmembers.  Mr. Workman also 
said it was his understanding that there was no evaluation performed or targets given to Mr. 
Watson so he would have the opportunity to improve his performance.  The actions in Mr. 
Workman’s opinion were totally unprofessional when Councilmembers meet outside City Hall 
and affect an individual and also the direction of the City.  It will be hard to find anyone who 
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would want to be part of the Council or to serve as City Manager.  Decisions cannot be made 
outside of City Hall. 


 
 Councilmember Clark stated he received an email from former City Manager Watson 
informing him of a request from Councilmember Eddins to place an Executive Session on the 
June 6, 2011 Council agenda for personnel with no Staff in attendance and a Councilmember 
recording minutes.  Councilmember Clark said as Mayor he contacted Councilmember Eddins 
and Councilmember Buck to find out what was going on.  Both stated that there was a need to 
discuss some things.  Councilmember Clark said there was also an email from Councilmember 
Carr to former City Manager Watson asking how to replace the Mayor. 
 
 Councilmember Clark said he again contacted Councilmember Buck to see what was 
going on and the response was not to worry, Council just needs to talk.  Councilmember Clark 
reviewed a personal email from Councilmember Carr where he perceived a threat of removal 
from his position as Mayor was made.  Councilmember Clark stated he responded to all 
Councilmembers regarding the email.  Other emails were also discussed by Councilmember 
Clark and the public in attendance was informed the emails are public records and available to 
anyone who would like to have them. 
 
 Councilmember Clark gave a brief rundown of recent history.  For the past two (2) years 
Council has promoted transparency and openness to help build public trust.  Councilmember 
Clark noted that Councilmember Fry was not informed of the purpose of the Personnel Session 
and having two (2) Councilmembers uninformed was not serving the transparency, openness and 
trust building that have been a priority over the past two (2) years. 
 
 Councilmember Carr gave a background of a culmination of years stating that when 
Everett Ice served as Mayor there was discussion about replacing the City Manager.  
Assignments from the Vision list items (Walnut Street and storm water issues) with timeframes 
were not met by former City Manager Watson.  Councilmember Carr said there had been no 
positive reviews of former City Manager Watson.  The monthly budget reports did not add up.  
Expenses, such as the aerial photography and $40,000 for street improvements, were approved 
when there was no money allotted for repairs Eighth Street.  Councilmember Carr noted no 
money had been spent on Eighth Street yet money was spent on ice storm clean-up work.  
Former City Manager Watson said he would check into issues and then gave no answers.  At a 
Street Committee meeting former City Manager Watson said he was not sure where the General 
Fund stands. There was $2.8 million dollars in the budget for an Automatic Meter Reading 
(AMR) system.  Councilmember Carr stated the email sent to Councilmember Clark was a 
personal letter between himself and Councilmember Clark. 
 
 Councilmember Clark stated when former City Manager Watson’s the evaluation was 
scheduled, all five (5) Councilmember were aware of the date and agenda.   Mayor Buck was in 
the emergency room at the hospital and unable to attend, but called and informed Staff he could 
not attend the Session.  Councilmember Carr was not at the Session nor did he call and let 
anyone know he would be absent.  Councilmember Clark said absence of a Councilmember does 
not call off City business.  The General Fund was broke when former City Manager Watson was 
hired in 2008.  Deferred maintenance was not something that was done in an underhanded way 
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by Staff of Council.  There have been debatable decisions made over the years regarding 
deferred maintenance.  The City’s commitment to public safety has been a priority and has 
chewed up a chunk of the General Fund. The aerial photography had an impact of $8,000 on the 
General Fund and the AMR had a zero effect on the General Fund because it was budgeted from 
the utility funds. Councilmember Clark said there was an accounting misunderstanding and 
noted Mayor Buck had been on the Finance Committee over a year.  Councilmember Eddins is 
new on the Council.  Former City Manager Watson caught the problem and handled it 
appropriately.  Councilmember Clark said the message being sent to employees is if you make a 
mistake you are fired and if you tell the truth you are fired.  This is not the way to do business 
and does not build any public trust. 
 
 Bob Hart, 1004 East Second Street, said he disagreed with the decision but respected the 
vote.  Council has had a history of three (3) to two (2) votes on many issues.  Mr. Hart is pleased 
with the discussions being held by Council on agenda items and he encouraged Council to go 
forward and to vote as the constituents want. 
 
 Julie Becker, 424 East Third Street, expressed concern over how money is being spent 
and questioned the need to spend money when there is none available. 
 
 Gary Frazier, 103 East Fourth Street, asked about control measures and stated the City 
should not buy things that cannot be afforded.  Mr. Frazier stated leadership is needed and 
encouraged Council to seek a City Manager from within the community.   
 
 Councilmember Clark said team efforts were not used and he was upset by being 
excluded as Mayor from information for the Personnel Session.  Councilmember Clark also 
reiterated the City cannot use electric funds for general fund purposes.  Currently, there is 
approximately $6.5 million in certificates of deposit for the enterprise (utility) funds.  It is 
General Fund that is in difficulty.  Councilmember Clark addressed unexpected expenses 
including: the balloon payment for the payoff of the Public Safety Building and City Hall;  
Griffon Road improvements which had to be done in order to take advantage of grant money; 
and, the Mead Street storm water line repairs when the line collapsed within eight (8) feet of a 
house.  Councilmember Clark said the Mead Street repairs were done correctly and cost about 
$250,000.  If the work had been contracted out, the cost could have been over $400,000.  The 
City’s decision to purchase the Ambulance District’s portion of the Public Safety Building added 
to the General Fund problems.  There is currently no revenue stream to solve the General Fund 
problem so solutions included cutting staff and reducing service that citizens have become 
accustomed.   
 
 Mitch Swindler, 800 South Chestnut, thanked Mr. Workman and Mr. Frazier for their 
comments and encouraged Council to leave personal issue outside of the Council Sessions. 
 


Election of Mayor and/or Mayor Pro-Tem.  Mayor Pro-Tem Buck opened the floor for 
comments from Councilmembers interested in serving as Mayor.  Comments were made by 
Mayor Pro-Tem Buck saying he would work toward getting Council to come together for the 
good of the City. Councilmember Carr nominated Mayor Pro-Tem Buck for Mayor.  Frank A. 
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Buck was elected Mayor by the following vote:  Councilmembers: Buck, Carr, Fry and Eddins 
voted “Aye”.  Councilmember Clark abstained.   


 
Mayor Buck opened the floor for nomination of Mayor Pro-Tem.  Councilmember Carr 


nominated Councilmember Eddins.  Councilmember Eddins was elected Mayor Pro-Tem by the 
following vote: Councilmembers: Buck, Carr, Fry and Eddins voted “Aye”.  Councilmember 
Clark abstained.   


 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 


 
Discussion of Appointment of Interim City Manager.  Mayor Buck said Director of 


Utilities Mark Gaugh had served as Interim City Manager before former City Manager Watson 
was hired so he is familiar with the process.  City Attorney Elliott stated it is important to note 
that this is a temporary appointment and Director of Utilities Gaugh will return to his position of 
Utility Director/Assistant City Manager when a new City Manager is in place.  City Attorney 
Elliott suggested the appointment be made for four (4) to six (6) months and said Council needs 
to determine the compensation for the position.  Council decided to place Interim City Manager 
Gaugh on the salary matrix on the level for City Manager at Grade 16 Step 1. 


 
Resolution 2011-7, A RESOLUTION APPOINTING MARK GAUGH AS INTERIM 


CITY MANAGER FOR CITY OF CAMERON, CLINTON AND DeKALB COUNTIES, 
MISSOURI was read by title by City Clerk O'Connor.  Copies of Resolution 2011-7 were 
available for the public.  Motion was made by Councilmember Clark and seconded by 
Councilmember Carr to pass said resolution.  Discussion.  Resolution 2011-7 passed with a 
unanimous voice vote.   


 
Discussion and Direction from Council Regarding City Manager Search. Councilmember 


Eddins suggested looking for someone local to fill the position.  Councilmember Carr agreed but 
also said it might be good to look for a recruiter.  The cost for the recruiter when former City 
Manager Watson was hired ran between $10,000 and $15,000.  Councilmember Clark 
questioned whether the termination of David Watson was legal and whether there should be a 
search started for a new City Manager.  City Attorney Elliott said he will look into the question 
and get back with Councilmember Clark.  City Clerk O'Connor was instructed to place ads in the 
Cameron Citizen-Observer, the Missouri Municipal League Review, and in the Kansas City and 
St. Joseph newspapers. 


 
Discussion to Address Media Articles.  No discussion was held. 
 


PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
None. 
 


MISCELLANEOUS 
 
Councilmember Eddins: 
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 Said she brought to former City Manager Watson’s attention that the $46,000 for 
the aerial photography was in the General Fund. 


 Asked Staff to research if additional money can be transferred from the Electric 
Fund to the General Fund.  Currently there is a five (5) percent franchise fee 
transferred. 


 Stated she respectfully disagrees with Councilmember Clark. 
 


Councilmember Fry: 
 Read a statement requesting Council to put aside differences and come together 


for the good of the community. 
 


Councilmember Clark: 
 Said he has no problem with people who disagree with him noting diversity is a 


good thing.  Councilmember Clark stated he is angry and frustrated about being 
excluded as Mayor and said he disputes the process. 


 Stated he believes in the community and said there needs to be transparency and 
trust. 


 
Councilmember Carr: 


 Expressed his appreciation to Councilmember Fry for his statement.  All the 
Council feels strongly about their service to the City, but the delivery of thoughts 
might not always be appropriate. 


 
Mayor Buck: 


 Said he is willing to take Councilmember Fry’s challenge to work together. 
 


City Attorney Elliott: 
 Responded to Councilmember Eddins’ question about transferring money from 


the Electric Fund to the General Fund.  A recent court case has determined that 
100 percent of the electric fund does not have to be used for electric purposes.  
More money could be allocated from the Electric Fund. 


 
 
Council Tour.  The tour was cancelled and will be rescheduled at a later date. 
 
There being no further business on motion made, seconded and carried, the meeting was 


adjourned at 5:58 p.m. 
 
               APPROVED: 
 


                                                                  _______________________________ 
               Mayor Frank A. Buck 
ATTEST: 
 
_____________________________________ 
City Clerk 





