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CITY OF CAMERON 


AGENDA 


Page 1 


 


REGULAR SESSION 
City Hall – 205 North Main Street 


6:00 p.m. 
October 3, 2011 


Tentative 


 
1.  Pledge of Allegiance 


 
2.  Roll Call  
 
3.  Minutes of the September 9, 2011 Meeting 
 
4.  Public Participation (Five minute time limit) 
 
5.  Interim City Manager’s Report 
 
6.  Unfinished Business 


 
a.  Third Reading Bill 2011-63, AN ORDINANCE FOR THE CITY OF CAMERON, 


CLINTON AND DEKALB COUNTIES, MISSOURI, REPEALING ARTICLE 23, 
SIGN REQUIREMENTS, OF CHAPTER 13, ZONING OF THE CAMERON CITY 
CODE AND ENACTING NEW ARTICLE 23,  SIGN REQUIREMENTS, THEREIN 
(attached) 


 
7.  New Business 


 
a. Resolution 2011-14, A RESOLUTION TO DECLARE AS SURPLUS, GENERATORS 


AND SWITCHGEAR FROM THE UTILITIES DEPARTMENT WITHIN THE CITY 
OF CAMERON, CLINTON AND DeKALB COUNTIES, MISSOURI (attached) 


 
8.  Public Participation (Five minute time limit) 
 
9.   Miscellaneous  


 
10. Adjourn 
 
The meeting will be open to the public.  Copies of the Bills referred to above will be available 
for public inspection prior to the meeting in the office of the City Clerk. 


   
The City of Cameron does not discriminate against 


 the physically or mentally impaired. 
 
 


Dated:  September 29, 2011                                                Barbara J. O’Connor, CMC, City Clerk 
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CITY OF CAMERON 
MINUTES 


SEPTEMBER 19, 2011 
 
 
REGULAR SESSION 
 
Frank A. Buck   P 
Mark L. Carr   P 
Dennis M. Clark  A 
Jerri Ann Eddins  P 
David Fry   P 
   


The City Council of the City of Cameron, Missouri met in Regular Session on Monday, 
the 19th day of September 2011, at six o’clock p.m. at City Hall.  Mayor Frank Buck led the 
Pledge of Allegiance to the flag of the United States of America.  
 


Mayor Frank A. Buck presided with the following Councilmembers present:  Mark L. 
Carr, Jerri Ann Eddins and David Fry.   Absent:  Dennis M. Clark.  


 
 Present were Interim City Manager Mark Gaugh, Attorney for the City Mitch Elliott and 
City Clerk Barbara J. O’Connor. 
 
 Minutes of the September 6, 2011 and September 9, 2011 meetings were approved as 
submitted with a unanimous voice vote on motion made by Councilmember Carr and seconded 
by Councilmember Fry. Absent: Councilmember Clark. 
 


PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 


 Julie Becker, 424 East Third Street, stated her concerns with the sign bill on tonight’s 
agenda limiting the number of signs allowed.  Ms. Becker also said digital signs create driving 
hazards and should be taken into consideration within the bill. 
 
 Gary Frazier, 103 East Fourth Street, referenced the September 15, 2011 Finance 
Committee meeting and asked Council to hold another meeting and make a decision on salaries. 
Mr. Frazier said a salary decision could have bearing on the sales tax initiatives on the November 
ballot. 
 
 Nada Woodworth, 1009 Timberline Drive, asked City Attorney Elliott about the student 
lawyer he introduced at the last Council Session.  City Attorney Elliott said he would continue to 
serve as the City’s attorney; and, he would supervise the student, Cale Griffin.  City Attorney 
Elliott receives $100 per hour and Mr. Griffin’s rate of pay would be $50 per hour. 
 


INTERIM CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 
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1. September 15, 2011 two (2) Council Committee meetings were held.  The Electric 


Committee discussed the electric peak shaving plant.  During the last few years the 
electric rate structure has changed making it no longer cost effective to operate peak 
shaving equipment.   The City’s generators are currently in need of substantial 
repairs.   Interim City Manager Gaugh recommended declaring the peaking shaving 
equipment as surplus since it is no longer cost effective to operate.  The Committee 
also discussed pursing a contract extension with  Platte-Clay Electric in return for 
assistance building a new substation in the south part of the City.  Allgeier, Martin & 
Associates, our electrical engineer, completed a study in September 2010 which 
indicated we are nearing capacity and will need the substation.  Mayor Buck stated 
we only have one (1) vote with our Cooperative membership and feels the City 
should pursue being added as a member to the Platte-Clay Board of Directors.  The 
City is currently Platte-Clay’s largest utility customer.  Board membership is an 
elected position.  Interim City Manager Gaugh said there are likely bylaws that would 
prohibit getting more votes, but getting a seat on the board would be the best way to 
approach additional input.   


2. The Finance Committee met and discussed salaries and benefits.  Staff was instructed 
to follow up with a market survey regarding job description/duties.  Discussion was 
held on the use of time clocks and Staff will gather more information for 
consideration. 


3. Interim City Manager Gaugh reported the City is involved in class action law suit 
litigation for atrazine recovery.  Staff is hoping to recover the cost for removal of the 
chemical flowing into the water supply from the water shed surrounding the 
reservoirs. 


4. Mayor Buck has been asked to sign a letter of support for a pipeline project.  Interim 
City Manager Gaugh researched the request and said it is a legitimate project and 
could have an environmental impact, but also could be good for this area.  There were 
no objections from Council. 


 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 


 
Bill 2011-57, AN ORDINANCE FOR THE CITY OF CAMERON, CLINTON AND 


DeKALB COUNTIES, MISSOURI APPROVING BUDGET ADJUSTMENT ONE (1) 
FOR THE BUDGET YEAR OF OCTOBER 1, 2010 TO SEPTEMBER 30, 2011 was read 
on third reading by title by City Clerk O’Connor.  Copies of said Bill 2011-57 were available for 
the public.  Motion was made by Councilmember Fry and seconded by Councilmember Eddins 
to pass said bill on third reading.  Discussion.  Bill 2011-57 passed by the following roll call 
vote:  “Aye”:  Councilmembers:  Buck, Carr, Eddins and Fry.  “Nay” none. Absent: 
Councilmember Clark. The Mayor thereupon declared said bill duly adopted and said bill was 
numbered ORDINANCE 5689, was thereupon signed by the Mayor and attested by the City 
Clerk. 


 
Bill 2011-58, AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE DEFINITION FOR ‘RANK 


WEEDS’ IN SECTION 8-176, DEFINITIONS, OF DIVISION 3, WEEDS AND NOXIOUS 
PLANTS, IN ARTICLE III, NUISANCES, OF CHAPTER 8, OFFENSES-
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MISCELLANEOUS OF THE CITY OF CAMERON CODE was read on third reading by 
title by City Clerk O’Connor.  Copies of said Bill 2011-58 were available for the public.  Motion 
was made by Councilmember Eddins and seconded by Councilmember Carr to pass said bill on 
third reading.  Discussion.  Bill 2011-58 passed by the following roll call vote:  “Aye”:  
Councilmembers:  Buck, Carr, Eddins and Fry.  “Nay” none. Absent: Councilmember Clark. The 
Mayor thereupon declared said bill duly adopted and said bill was numbered ORDINANCE 
5690, was thereupon signed by the Mayor and attested by the City Clerk. 


 
Bill 2011-60, AN ORDINANCE APPROVING THE CITY OF CAMERON 


BUDGET OF THE ENSUING FISCAL YEAR OCTOBER 1, 2011 TO SEPTEMBER 30, 
2012 was read on third reading by title by City Clerk O’Connor.  Copies of said Bill 2011-60 
were available for the public.  Motion was made by Councilmember Carr and seconded by 
Councilmember Eddins to pass said bill on third reading.  Discussion.  Bill 2011-60 passed by 
the following roll call vote:  “Aye”:  Councilmembers:  Buck, Carr, Eddins and Fry.  “Nay” 
none.  Absent: Councilmember Clark. The Mayor thereupon declared said bill duly adopted and 
said bill was numbered ORDINANCE 5691, was thereupon signed by the Mayor and attested by 
the City Clerk. 


 
Bill 2011-63, AN ORDINANCE FOR THE CITY OF CAMERON, CLINTON AND 


DEKALB COUNTIES, MISSOURI, REPEALING ARTICLE 23, SIGN 
REQUIREMENTS, OF CHAPTER 13, ZONING OF THE CAMERON CITY CODE AND 
ENACTING NEW ARTICLE 23,  SIGN REQUIREMENTS, THEREIN was read by title on 
second reading by City Clerk O’Connor.  Copies of said Bill 2011-63 were available for the 
public.  Motion was made by Councilmember Eddins and seconded by Councilmember Carr to 
pass said bill on second reading.  Discussion.   Bill 2011-63 passed on second reading with a 
unanimous voice vote.  Absent: Councilmember Clark. 


 
Bill 2011-64, AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE INTERIM CITY 


MANAGER OF THE CITY OF CAMERON, CLINTON AND DeKALB COUNTIES, 
MISSOURI TO ENTER INTO A PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH 
GAMETIME ATHLETICS TO INSTALL AN IRRIGATION SYSTEM AT THE 
CAMERON SOCCER COMPLEX, was read by title on second reading by City Clerk 
O’Connor.  Copies of said Bill 2011-64 were available for the public.  Motion was made by 
Councilmember Fry and seconded by Councilmember Carr to pass said bill on second reading.  
Discussion.  Bill 2011-64 passed on second reading with a unanimous voice vote.  Absent: 
Councilmember Clark. 


 
Motion was made by Councilmember Eddins and seconded by Councilmember Carr to 


pass said bill on third reading.  Discussion.  Bill 2011-64 passed by the following roll call vote:  
“Aye”:  Councilmembers:  Buck, Carr, Eddins and Fry.  “Nay” none.  Absent: Councilmember 
Clark. The Mayor thereupon declared said bill duly adopted and said bill was numbered 
ORDINANCE 5692, was thereupon signed by the Mayor and attested by the City Clerk. 


 
Appointments:   


 Cameron Housing Authority:  A notice was published in the Cameron Citizen-
Observer seeking candidates to serve on the Cameron Housing Authority.  Copies 
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of all resumes submitted were forwarded to the Housing Authority for review.  
Council reviewed resumes and a reappointment certificate that was submitted.  
Following review, Councilmember Fry moved to appoint Wally Gallian to serve 
on the Housing Authority.  Councilmember Eddins seconded the motion which 
passed with a unanimous voice vote.  Absent: Councilmember Clark. 


 Planning and Zoning Commission:  Keith Swindler has resigned from the 
Planning and Zoning Commission.  A notice was placed in the Cameron-Citizen 
Observer seeking interested individuals to serve on the Commission.  The 
Planning and Zoning Commission reviewed the two (2) resumes submitted and 
recommended the appointment of Ed Schmidt to the Commission.   The other 
individual withdrew his application stating he would not be able to serve if 
appointed.  Councilmember Carr moved to appoint Ed Schmidt to the Cameron 
Planning and Zoning Commission.  Councilmember Fry seconded the motion 
which passed with a unanimous voice vote.  Absent: Councilmember Clark. 


 
NEW BUSINESS 


 
Resolution 2011-13, A RESOLUTION APPROVING ISSUANCE OF BONDS BY 


THE INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY OF THE CITY OF CAMERON, 
MISSOURI, FOR CAMERON REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER, INC. IN A 
PRINCIPAL AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $5,000,000,  was read by title by City Clerk 
O'Connor.  Copies of Resolution 2011-13 were available for the public.  Motion was made by 
Councilmember Eddins and seconded by Councilmember Fry to pass Resolution 2011-13.  
Discussion.  Interim City Manager Gaugh explained Resolutions\ 2011-13 authorizes the 
Cameron Industrial Development Authority to issue bonds for Cameron Regional Medical 
Center to expand their facility.  The bonds will be tax-exempt and do not bind the City with any 
debt obligation. Staff recommends approval of Resolution 2011-13.    Joe Abrutz, Administrator 
Cameron Regional Medical Center, was present and informed Council that ground breaking is 
scheduled for December or January.  The money from the bonds will be used to build a third 
operating room and a rehabilitation project.  Mr. Abrutz thanked the Council for issuing the 
bonds.  Resolution 2011-13 passed with a unanimous voice vote.  Absent: Councilmember Clark. 


 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 


 
Julie Becker, 424 E. Third Street, asked why the City had to approve Resolution 2011-13.  


Interim City Manager Gaugh responded it is required by the IRS Code and reiterated the City is 
not obligated for any funds. 


 
Schila Frazier, 103 E. Fourth Street, asked if Platte-Clay’s bylaws could be changed to 


allow the City to have more votes.  Interim City Manager Gaugh said he will explore the 
possibility, but under the current power contract the opportunity for additional votes would be 
limited.   


 
Gary Frazier, 103 East Fourth Street, said having no public works capital improvements 


in the approved budget and asking for two (2) sales tax initiatives is putting the citizens of 







City of Cameron  Minutes  September 19, 2011 
  Page 5 


 


Cameron in a leverage position to fund public works improvements.  Mr. Frazier said City 
payroll needs to be examined and position layoffs considered immediately. 


 
Bud Linder, 607 West Sixth Street, asked why the City spent $750 for a consultant during 


the search for a City Manager and then chose to continue the appointment of Interim City 
Manager Gaugh for an additional 12 months. Mr. Linder asked if the candidates were put on hold 
for twelve months.   Councilmember Eddins stated the fee for the consultant services was $500 
which only paid for Mr. Markenson’s expenses.  Councilmember Carr said there is no longer a 
job opening and noted that Interim City Manager Gaugh is doing a great job double tasking as 
Utility Director and Interim City Manager. The appointment also realizes an annual payroll 
savings of $100,000 for the City.  Councilmember Carr said the Council and Staff have worked 
hard to get to this point and are pleased with the result. 


 
MISCELLANEOUS 


 
City Clerk O'Connor: 


 Encouraged Council to hire a professional to conduct a study of salaries with 
target positions.  The study should accurately compare job descriptions/duties 
versus job titles.  
 


Councilmember Eddins: 
 Stated all facts need to be gathered before a decision can be made.  Mayor Buck 


added the Finance Committee is in the process of gathering information. 
 


Councilmember Carr: 
 Asked Staff to inspect the sidewalk at 728 South Chestnut Street noting that an 


elderly lady had fallen because of the condition of the sidewalk.   
 Said there is a pile of dirt left over from the water main project in the right-of-way 


at 718 South Chestnut Street that needs to be removed. Interim City Manager 
Gaugh informed Council that two (2) residents had requested dirt be left for their 
use following the water main project.  Interim City Manager Gaugh will contact 
the resident and request the dirt be removed. 


 Addressed the personnel issue discussed in Public Participation saying he 
encourages respectful dialogue.  There was an intense exchange between Council 
and an individual in the gallery.  The response from the gallery led 
Councilmember Eddins to inform the individual that his conduct was out of line 
and he was asked to cease or leave the gallery. Councilmember Carr stated the 
Council needs to be productive and take the time to get an equitable plan that is 
best for Cameron and all concerned. 


 
Mayor Buck: 


 Thanked all for their attendance. 
 
 There being no further business on motion made by Councilmember Carr and seconded 
by Councilmember Eddins, the meeting was adjourned at 7:00 p.m. with a unanimous voice vote. 
Absent: Councilmember Clark. 
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               APPROVED: 
 


                                                                  _______________________________ 
               Mayor Pro-Tem Jerri Ann Eddins 
ATTEST: 
 
_____________________________________ 
City Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 








 
 
 
 


MEMO 
 
 
To:  Mayor and City Council 
 
From:  Mark Gaugh, Interim City Manager 
 
Date:  October 3, 2011 
 
Re:  Interim Manager’s Report 
 
 
 


 Roof repair bids-Prevailing wage issue, project status 
 


 Dangerous structures letters 
 


 Atrazine Litigation-depositions scheduled Oct. 12-14 in St. Louis. 
 
 Working on wastewater issues with the correctional center to reduce their 


energy costs, while at the same time, eliminating the cold temperature 
problems caused during winter from the lagoons. 


 
 








BILL 2011-63 
*** Third Reading *** 


AGENDA ITEM 
 


To:  Mayor and City Council 
 
From:  Mike O’Donnell, Planning and Zoning , Chairman 
 
Date:  August 29, 2011 
 
Re:  Article 23 of Planning &Zoning Code Book, Sign Requirements 
 
Issue: 
 
The Cameron Planning and Zoning Commission have been working on revising Article 23, 
of the City of Cameron Zoning Code, Signs.  Two Public Hearings have been conducted, 
on February 14, 2011 and June 13, 2011.  The services of a consultant advisory planner 
from Lochner, BWR Division were engaged.  The Commission conducted research from 
other communities and reviewed court cases.  The content of this document has been 
revised to clarify and organize Article 23, Signs 
 
.     
Recommendation: 
 
The Cameron Planning and Zoning Commission recommends the Cameron City Council  
Repeal Article 23, Sign Requirements, of Chapter 23, Zoning, of the Cameron City Code 
and enact a new Article 23 as presented. 
 
 
 
 
 
   







 


 


Bill 2011-63          
 


AN ORDINANCE FOR THE CITY OF CAMERON, CLINTON AND 
DEKALB COUNTIES, MISSOURI, REPEALING ARTICLE 23, SIGN 


REQUIREMENTS, OF CHAPTER 13, ZONING OF THE CAMERON CITY 
CODE AND ENACTING NEW ARTICLE 23,  SIGN REQUIREMENTS, 


THEREIN 
 


 WHEREAS, it is essential that regulations regarding the placement of signs within the 
City of Cameron respect both public safety and visual blight along with free speech and 
expression by utilizing content-neutral language and reasonable standards; and 
 
 WHEREAS, advances in electronic messaging, illumination and outdoor advertising 
have commonly placed new devices, screens and transmission methods within reach of 
motorists, business operators, and residents necessitating reasonable accommodation and 
regulation thereof; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Planning and Zoning Commission, after publishing notice thereof in the 
Cameron Citizen-Observer, a newspaper of general circulation, on January 27, 2011,  February 
3, 2011, and on May 26, 2011  conducted a public hearing on the matter on February 14, 2011, 
June 13, 2011 and recommends that the City make certain amendments to the City’s sign 
ordinance. 
 


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
CAMERON, CLINTON AND DEKALB COUNTIES, MISSOURI, AS FOLLOWS: 


 
Section 1.  Repeal Article 23, Sign Requirements, of Chapter 23, Zoning, of the Cameron 


City Code and enact a new Article 23 as follows: 
 
 ARTICLE 23.  SIGN REQUIREMENTS 
 
  (Attached) 
 
Section 2.  The Mayor is authorized to sign this ordinance, approving it on behalf of the 


City. 
 
Section 3.  The City Clerk is directed to attest to the Mayor’s signature. 
 
Section 4.  This ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage and 


approval. 
 
Read and passed on first reading only this 6th day of September 2011. 
Read and passed on second reading only this 19th day of September 2011. 
 
 







 


 


Read and passed on third reading by roll call this 3rd day of October 2011. 
 
 
 
      ______________________________ 


       Mayor Frank A. Buck 
 


ATTEST: 
 
____________________________ 
City Clerk    
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 







 


 


 
ARTICLE 23.  SIGN REQUIREMENTS 


 
1.  Declarations:  The City of Cameron was formed in 1855 and has a unique heritage which has 


developed sustainable industrial, commercial, residential, transportation, educational, healthcare 
and other attributes.  The protection and preservation of the rights and values of privacy, 
aesthetics and safety are of great importance to the residents of Cameron and substantially 
contribute to the special ambiance, quality of life, and general welfare of the community.  
Property values in the City and the general welfare of its residents are enhanced by the 
maintenance of the highest standards of privacy, aesthetics, and safety for the benefit of all of its 
residents; therefore 


 
A.   It is hereby declared that the proliferation of an unlimited number of signs in private, 


residential, commercial, industrial and public areas of the City would create ugliness, visual 
blight and clutter; tarnish the natural beauty of the landscape as well as the residential and 
commercial architecture; impair property values; substantially impinge upon the privacy and 
special ambience of the community, and may cause safety and traffic hazards to motorists, 
pedestrians and children. 


 
B. It is hereby declared that the City wishes to allow speech and expression through the medium 


of signs so long as the City is protected against the proliferation of an unlimited number of 
signs and unnecessarily large signs that would substantially impinge upon the City’s interests 
in privacy, aesthetics, safety and adversely impact the value of property owned by its 
residents. 


 
C. It is hereby declared that the time, place, and manner of the regulation of signs described in 


this Article are necessary to protect and preserve the City’s aforesaid interests in privacy, 
aesthetics, safety, and property values. 


 
2.   Purpose and Intent: 


 
A. The purpose of this Article is to provide reasonable regulations for the erection and display 


of signs.  These regulations are intended to promote the public health, safety and general 
welfare through a comprehensive set of reasonable standards and requirements which 
preserve the appearance of the City. 


 
B. These regulations are not intended to prohibit the erection or display of a sign with a 


religious or political message, nor any sign allowed or required by state or federal law; nor 
limit or manage any content; provided that any such sign conforms to the size, number, 
illumination, location and construction requirements as well as other reasonable requirements 
of this Article and building and other codes of the City of Cameron. 


 
 


3.  Definitions: Words and terms used in this chapter are defined as follows for the purposes of 
applying the regulations of this chapter. 







 


 


A-frame sign.  A temporary sign where the two (2) sign faces are attached at the top in a       
hinged fashion to allow the bottom portion of the two (2) faces to spread apart and rest on the 
ground to support the sign. 
 
Animated sign.  Electronic or mechanical apparatus or illuminated message board powered by 
any artificial or natural means which moves, changes or depicts motion.   
 
Attention-attracting device.  Any flasher, blinker, animation, banner, or other object designed 
or intended to attract the attention of the public to an establishment or to a sign.    
 
Awning.  A roof-like cover that projects from the wall of a building for the purpose of shielding 
a doorway, walkway, or window from the elements. Awnings are often made of fabric or flexible 
plastic supported by a rigid frame, and may be retracted into the face of the building.   
 
Banner. A sign other than an official flag, made of paper, cloth, thin plastic, or similar 
lightweight material and usually containing a message or logo. 
  
Billboard.  A sign owned by a party other than the owner of the property on which the sign is 
located.       
         
Building elevation.  The entire side-view of a building, from ground level to the roofline, as 
viewed perpendicular to the walls on that side of the building. 
 
Building sign.  A sign that in any manner is fastened to, projects from, or is placed or painted 
upon the exterior wall, window, door, or roof of a building. The term “building sign” includes, 
but is not limited to, the following:  


 
1)  Awning Sign. A sign imposed or painted upon an awning.  
 
2)  Facade or Wall Sign. A sign that is fastened directly to or is placed or painted directly 


upon the exterior of a building.  
 
3)  Incidental Sign.  Any sign three (3) square feet or less in area. 
 
4)  Marquee or Canopy Sign. Any sign attached flat against the marquee or permanent 


sidewalk canopy of a building.  
 
5)  Projecting Sign. A sign affixed to a wall and extending more than one foot from the 


surface of such wall, usually perpendicular to the wall surface.  
 
6) Roof Sign. A sign that is mounted on, applied to, or otherwise structurally supported by 


the roof of a building.  
 
7) Under-Canopy Sign. A display attached to the underside of a marquee or canopy and 


protruding over public or private sidewalks or right-of-way.  
 







 


 


8)  Window Sign. A sign that is placed on or behind a window pane and intended to be 
viewed from outside the building.  


 
Changeable-copy sign.  A sign on which message copy is changed manually or automatically, 
through the utilization of attachable or integrally automated letters, numbers, symbols and other 
characters or changeable pictorial panels. 
 
Curb grade.  The elevation at the top of the curb measured at the curb line at a point 
perpendicular to a sign. 


 
Development sign. A sign located in a subdivision or commercial development. 
  
Double-faced sign.  A sign with two (2) faces back-to-back. 
 
Electronic message center. A type of sign that presents its message though illumination of 
intermittent, or moving lights forming the letters, numbers, or symbols of the message, whether 
or not the message appears to move across the face. 
 
Elevation.  A depiction or drawing to scale showing horizontal and vertical elements of a 
building or structure, including but not limited to, walls, facades, roof lines and other 
architectural features.  
 
Erect.  To build, construct, install, attach, hang, place, inscribe, suspend or affix; and shall 
include the painting of wall signs. 
 
Fascia.  A flat, horizontal member of a building having the form of a flat band or broad fillet. 
 
Festoons.  A string of ribbons, tinsel, small flags, pennants, pinwheels or similar devices 
intended to attract attention. 
 
Flag.  Any fabric or bunting containing distinctive colors, patterns or symbols, including flags 
used as a symbol of government or an institution, but not including a commercial message. 
 
Freestanding sign. A sign permanently attached to the ground and that is wholly independent of 
any building or other structure. The term “freestanding sign” includes, but is not limited to, the 
following:  


 
1)  Pole Sign. A sign that is mounted on a freestanding pole or similar support such that the 


bottom of the sign does not contact the ground.  
 
2)  Monument Sign. A freestanding sign providing a solid and continuous background for the 


sign face from the ground to the top of the sign.  
 
3)  Ground Sign. A freestanding sign that is mounted on poles or brackets without any 


secondary support.  
 







 


 


Frontage (building).  The length of an exterior building wall or structure of a single premises 
oriented to the public way or other properties that if faces. 
 
Frontage (property).  The length of the property line(s) of any single premises along either a 
public way or other properties which it borders. 
 
Ground sign. See under “Freestanding Sign.”  


  
Illuminated signs:  


 
1)  Semi-illuminated sign. Any sign which is uniformly illuminated internally over its entire 


area, including the area of the sign, by use of electricity or other artificial light.  
 
2)  Indirectly-illuminated sign. Any sign which is partially or completely illuminated at any 


time by an external light source which is so shielded as to not be visible at eye level.  
 
 3)  Fully-illuminated sign. Any sign which is illuminated by an external or internal light 


source which is visible.  
 


Incidental sign. See under “Building Sign.”  
 
Indexing.  The turning and stopping action of the sections of a multi-prism sign designed to 
rotate several messages in the same message area. 
 
Inflatable sign.  A sign, figure, caricature, object, shape, form, or similar device which 
maintains or varies its form using gas or air pressure. 
 
Mansard.  A type of roof having two slopes with the lower slope steeper that the upper one. 
 
Marquee sign. See under “Building Sign.”  
 
Monument sign. See under “Freestanding Sign.” 
  
Multi-faced sign.  A sign structure that contains two or more sign face surfaces that are located 
on different sides of the structure and are separated from each other at their nearest point by no 
more than three feet. 
 
Multi-tenant nonresidential development.  A single office, commercial or industrial property 
that is designed or intended for occupancy by two or more businesses.  
 
Nonconforming sign.  Any sign that was lawfully erected but no longer conforms to the 
requirements of this Article. 
 
Non-residential use.  A use which is permitted in residential districts, but which does not 
provide habitation for occupants such as a church, school, hospital and club. 
 







 


 


Parcel.  A lot or tract or contiguous group of lots or tracts under single ownership, or under 
single control usually considered a unit for purposes or residence, development or business. 
 
Pole sign. See under “Freestanding Sign.”  
 
Portable sign. A sign that is not permanently affixed to one location and has the capability of 
being moved from one site to the next. 
 
Premises.  A lot, parcel or tract, together with all buildings, structures and improvements 
thereon. 
 
Project entrance sign.  A sign located at a discernible entrance into a particular subdivision, 
development, or office or industrial park.  
 
Principal freestanding sign.  The main freestanding sign or a property, other than a billboard.  
 
Projecting sign. See under “Building sign.”  
 
Refacing.  Changing or replacing the words, numerals, characters or other sign copy; or 
replacing the face material with like material on the same sign face without altering the structure, 
size, height or other characteristics of the sign. 
 
Roof sign. See under “Building Sign.” 
 
Sight triangle:  An area from the point of intersection of street pavement edge, or curb-back, to 
points thirty-five (35) feet along said street pavement edge or curb-back in both directions, with 
lines connecting all three points. 
 
Sign. Any object, device, display, or structure, or part thereof, situated outdoors or indoors, 
which is used to advertise, identify, display, or attract attention to an object, person, institution, 
organization, business, product, service, event, or location by any    means, including words, 
letters, figures, design, symbols, fixtures, colors, illumination, or projected images.  
 
Sign face. That portion of the surface of a sign structure where words, letters, figures, symbols, 
logos, fixtures, colors, or other design elements are or may be located in order to convey the 
message, idea, or intent for which the sign has been erected or placed. The sign face may be 
composed of two or more modules on the same surface that are separated or surrounded by 
portions of a sign structure not intended to contain any advertising message or idea and are  
purely structural or decorative in nature.  
 
Sign face module.  Each portion of a unit of a sign face that is clearly separable from other such 
units by virtue of the expression of a complete thought, message, logo, or idea.  
 
Sign height. The vertical distance to the highest point of a sigh structure, as measured from the 
average grade at the base of the structure or directly below a projecting structure.   
 







 


 


Sign structure.  All elements of a freestanding sign, including the sign face, background, or 
decorative elements related to the presentation of the sign’s message, and the structural supports.  
 
Temporary sign.  A sign which is not permanently installed or affixed to any structure, building 
or lot. 
 
Tenant.  One who possesses or occupies land or buildings by title, under a lease, or through 
payment of rent; an occupant, inhabitant, or dweller of a place. 
 
Tethered balloon.  An inflatable device, usually sustained by helium, secured by means of a line 
or string and allowed to drift.  
 
Uniform sign plan.  Coordinated drawings and specifications that establish a unified design 
concept with regard to the location, materials, size, letter style, and color of all signs to be placed 
on a property.  
 
Under canopy sign.  See under “Building sign.”   
 
V-shape sign.  Sign containing two (2) faces of approximately equal size, positioned in a “V” 
form as viewed from above,  and joined at one end vertically. 
 
Wall sign.  See under “Building Sign.”  
 
Yard sign.  A sign placed in the yard or building setback area of a residential property. 
 
 


4.  General Standards: 
 
    A. Gross Area of the Sign:  Gross area shall include the entire area within a single, 


continuous perimeter enclosing the extreme limits of the sign, exclusive of the base on which 
it is mounted or from which it is suspended.  


 
1)  If more than one side of a sign is used is a sign, then the area of each sign face shall            


constitute a separate sign for purposes of computing the maximum gross surface area 
allowed on the lot or tract. 


 
2)  On lots where more than one sign is permitted, the total gross area of all signs shall not       


exceed the maximum gross area permitted in this regulation. 
 
3)  For computing the gross area of any wall sign which consists of letters or symbols      


mounted or painted on a wall, the area shall be deemed to be the area of the smallest      
rectangular figure which can encompass all of the letters or symbols. 


 
4)   Multiple signs mounted on a single structure:  
 







 


 


a)  The size of each sign shall not exceed the maximum allowed for any single sign in      
the zoning district. 


 
b)  The total area of all signs supported thereon may not exceed the maximum gross      


surface area allowed on the lot or tract. 
 
c)  The number of signs on a single structure shall not be limited, as in a shopping      


center, provided the maximum gross surface area and other provisions are in     
compliance with this Article. 


 
  B.  Sign Height: Sign height shall be measured from the average grade at the base of the sign to 


the highest point of the sign.  
 
  C.  Traffic Safety:  
 


1) No sign shall be maintained at any location where by reason of its position, size, shape or 
color, it may obstruct, impair, obscure, interfere with the view of, or be confused with, 
any traffic or railroad control sign, signal or device, or where it may interfere with, 
mislead or confuse traffic.  


 
2) Any sign located within three (3) feet of a driveway or within a parking area shall have its 


lowest elevation at least ten (10) feet above the curb level; however, no sign shall be 
placed so as to project over any public right of way.  


 
3) No sign shall be placed in the sight triangle as defined by these regulations.  
 
4) Electronic Message Centers: Such signs are permitted only in commercial districts 


provided that the mode of operation shall not be confused with an official traffic sign, it 
shall not flash, and it shall not glare or operate in such a manner as to constitute a 
nuisance. 


 
D.  Permitting:  
 


1) A building permit shall be required for all signs exceeding twenty (20) square feet.  
 
2) No sign may be erected on or over the right of way of any State highway without first 


receiving written permission from the Missouri Department of Transportation.  
 
E.  Canopy sign projection:  No sign shall project above, below, or beyond the awning, canopy, 


or marquee to which it is affixed.  
 
F.  Street banner clearance:  Any banner which is stretched across and hung over a public right 


of way shall have a minimum ground clearance of fifteen (15) feet and shall first have been 
granted specific permission therefore by the City Manager or his designee.  


 
G.  Illumination: 







 


 


 
1)  No sign illumination shall cause direct light or glare upon the occupants of neighboring 


properties or upon motorists traveling public streets. 
 
2)  No light source element, which exceeds 15 watts (or its equivalent), shall illuminate a 


sign in such a way that exposes the face of the bulb or lamp when viewed from a public 
street. 


 
3)  Commercial sign illumination shall be shielded so that the light source elements, bulbs 


and lamps are not directly visible from property in a residential zone. 
 
H.  Roof Signs:  
 


 1) Any roof sign larger than twenty (20) square feet shall be accompanied by sealed 
documentation from a Missouri-licensed structural engineer showing that said roof has 
sufficient structural integrity to support the proposed sign.  


 
2) No building sign shall extend more than four (4) feet above the top edge of the parapet or 


eaves of a flat or shed roof; or above the ridge line of a gable, hip, or gambrel roof; or 
above the deck line or a mansard roof.  


 
I.  Highway spacing:  Signs located within one hundred (100) feet of the rights-of-way of 


Interstate Highway 35 or U.S. Highway 36, and which are not owned by the property owner 
where they are placed, shall have a minimum spacing of five hundred (500) feet.  


 
J.  Wall sign projection:  No wall sign may extend more than twelve (12) inches from the 


surface of the wall to which it is affixed. 
 
K.  Sign maintenance:  All signs shall be maintained and shall not be allowed to deteriorate,      


become dislodged from their mountings, lean excessively, lose parts or components or       
become unsightly or blighted.  Failure to comply will be cause to declare such sign a      
nuisance. 


 
L.  Conformance with other codes:  All signs shall conform with building and electrical      


codes, the height and hazard ordinance, and all other regulations of the City of Cameron. 
 


 5.  Exemptions:  The following are exempted from the requirements of this Article: 
 
A.  Official flags of the United States, its armed forces components, or the State of Missouri       


except that the height of the pole or support shall not exceed the height of structures 
permitted in the district. 


 
B.  Holiday lighting displays. 
 
C.  Signs placed on public property by jurisdictions of government for traffic control, regulatory      
information, public safety or other public purposes. 







 


 


 
6.  Prohibited Signs:  The following types of signs are prohibited and may be removed by the City:  


 
A.  Snipe sign: Any sign placed upon public property without permission. 
  
B.  Sound or smoke-emitting sign:  A sign which discharges or utilizes in any manner any 


sound capable of being detected on any traveled road or highway by a person with normal 
hearing; or a sign that emanates smoke, vapor, particles, or odors.  


 
C.  Obscene sign:  Any sign or advertising structure that displays any obscene, indecent or 


immoral matter.  
 
D.  Animated sign:  Any sign which flashes, blinks, revolves, travels, moves, shifts, or 


otherwise changes appearance or location. Exception: Electronic message centers, see Article 
23.3.C.4.  


 
E.  Private signs placed on public property:  Any sign posted or erected on utility poles, traffic 


sign posts, public rights-of-way or any other public property without permission except those 
placed by agencies of the federal, state, or local government.  


 
F.  Signs on unlicensed vehicles:  No vehicle, van or trailer which is not properly licensed may 


be used as a sign, sign support or sign structure.  
 


7.  District Regulations:  
 


A.  “R-1” Single-Family Residential District; “R-2” Two-Family Residential District; “R-3” 
Multi-Family Residential District; and “R-4” Mobile Home Residential District:  


 
1) Unless otherwise specified herein, maximum sign height shall be fifteen (15) feet.  
 
2)  Signs for Single-Family and Two-Family Uses:  


 
a)  One (1) building sign, not to include projecting, roof, or under-canopy signs. The 


maximum sign face not to exceed one (1) square foot.  
 
b)  One (1) Development sign, not more than one hundred (100) square feet in area, may 


be located at each entrance to a subdivision development. Said sign shall be removed 
at the end of three (3) years, or when seventy-five (75) percent (75%) of the lots have 
been sold, whichever occurs sooner.  


 
c)  Two (2) Project Entrance signs, limited to monument-type signs, per entrance with a 


maximum sign face of sixty (60) square feet and a maximum height of six (6) feet.  
 
d)  Residential yard signs—R-1 and R-2  


 
i)   The number of residential yard signs shall not be limited. 







 


 


 
ii) The maximum size for each sign face shall not exceed six (6) square feet. 
 
iii) The total aggregate area for all yard signs shall not exceed thirty-six (36) square 


feet per single-family lot or duplex housing unit. 
 
iv) Each sign face shall be counted as a sign for purposes of computing total 


allowable aggregate sign area. 
 
v) The maximum height of any sign shall not exceed six (6) feet. 
 
vi) No signs are permitted within the street right-of-way nor on public property. 
 


e) Illumination: Entrance signs may be indirectly illuminated.  
 


3) Permitted Signs for Multi-Family and Mobile Home Uses:  
 


a)  One (1) monument-type project entrance sign per entrance with a maximum sign face 
of sixty (60) square feet and a maximum height of six (6) feet.  


 
b)  One (1) window sign for each dwelling unit with a maximum sign face of one (1) 


square foot.  
 
c)  One (1) building sign for each multi-family building with a maximum sign face of 


four (4) square feet.  
 
d) Illumination: Entrance signs may be indirectly illuminated.  
 
e)  Residential yard signs:  R-3 and R-4 


 
i)   The number of residential yard signs shall not be limited. 
 
ii) The maximum size for each sign face shall not exceed six (6) square feet. 
 
iii) The total aggregate area for all yard signs shall not exceed thirty-six (36) square 


feet per mobile home lot or residential housing unit. 
 
iv) Each sign face shall be counted as a sign for purposes of computing total 


allowable aggregate sign area. 
 
v) The maximum height of any sign shall not exceed six (6) feet. 
 
vi) No signs are permitted within the street right-of-way nor on public property. 


 
4)  Permitted Signs for Non-residential Uses in Districts R-1 and R-2:  


 







 


 


 a)  One (1) freestanding sign with a maximum sign face of twenty (20) square feet.  
 
b)  One (1) building sign, not to include projecting, roof, or under-canopy signs, with a 


maximum sign face of six (6) square feet.  
 
c)  Illumination: Indirect illumination is permitted.  


 
5)  Setback: None.  


 
B. “C-1” Central Commercial District; “C-2” General Commercial District; and  
“CM-P” Commercial/Manufacturing-Planned District.  
 


1)  Structural Types Permitted:  
 


a) Awning, canopy or marquee signs 
 
b) Ground signs  
 
c) Pole signs  
 
d)  Projecting signs. See Article 23.7.B.7)  
 
e)  Wall signs 
 
f)  Roof signs. See Article 23.4.H)  
 
g)  Electronic message centers 
  
h)  Portable signs 
 
i)  Incidental signs  
 


            j)  Inflatable.  Fifteen (15) feet high or less and twenty (20) square feet in      
                surface area or less. See Article 31.4.W) 
 


2)  Number of Signs Permitted:  
 


a)  Awning, Canopy or Marquee Signs, Incidental Signs and Wall Signs: No limitation. 
  
b)  Ground Signs and Pole Signs: Two (2) per zoning lot with two (2) sign faces each.   


 
c)  Projecting signs, Electronic message centers, Inflatable, and Portable signs:  One (1) 


per zoning lot with two (2) sign faces each.  
 







 


 


3)  Maximum Gross Surface Area: Four (4) square feet for each lineal foot of street frontage, 
provided no single sign shall exceed a gross surface area of three hundred (300) square 
feet.  


 
4)  Maximum Height:  


 
a)  One hundred (100) feet when located within one thousand (1,000) feet on either side 


of the centerline of U.S. Highway 36 or within one thousand (1,000) feet on either 
side of the centerline of Interstate Highway 35.  


 
b)  Forty (40) feet in all other locations.  


 
5)  Required Setback: None  
 
6)  Illumination: Illuminated signs shall be permitted.  
 
7)  Sign Projection in “C-1” District:  


 
a)  No sign may project into the right-of-way a distance less than two (2) feet from the 


curb-back.  
 
b)  No sign may be installed less than eight (8) feet above the grade or sidewalk over 


which it is placed.  
 
C. “C-N” Neighborhood Commercial District: 


 
1) Structural Types Permitted:  


 
a) Awning, canopy, or marquee signs 
  
b) Ground signs  
 
c) Pole signs  
 
d) Wall signs 
  
e) Monument signs 
 
f) Incidental signs  
 
g) Inflatable. Fifteen (15) feet high or less and twenty (20) square feet in surface area or 


less, See Article 31.4.W)   
 


2) Number of Signs Permitted:  
 


a) Awning, canopy or marquee signs: three (3) per zoning lot  







 


 


 
b)  Wall signs: Two (2) per zoning lot  
 
c)  Ground signs, pole signs, Inflatable, and monument signs; one (1) per zoning lot with 


two (2) sign faces each.  
 
d)  Incidental signs:  Not limited 


 
3)  Maximum Surface Area: No individual sign face shall exceed twenty (20) square feet.  
 
 4) Maximum Height: fifteen (15) feet, except Monument Signs:  six (6) feet.  
 
 5) Required Setback: None  
 
 6) Illumination: Indirect sign illumination shall be permitted  


 
D. “M-1” Light Manufacturing District:  


 
1) Structural Types Permitted:  


 
a) Awning, canopy, or marquee signs 
  
b) Ground signs 
 
c) Pole signs 
 
d) Projecting signs 
 
e) Wall signs 
 
f) Roof signs 
.  
g) Electronic message centers 
 
h) Portable signs 
 
i) Inflatable. Fifteen (15) feet high or less and twenty (20) square feet in surface area or 


less, See Article 31.4.W) 
 
j) Incidental Sign 


 
2) Number of Signs Permitted: 


 
a)  See Article  23.7.D.1.a ,through, 23.7.D.1.h) :  Two per zoning lot with two (2) sign 


faces each. 
 







 


 


b)  Inflatable:  One (1) per zoning lot with two (2) sign faces each. 
 
c)  Incidental signs:  Not limited 


  
3) Maximum Gross Surface Area: Four (4) square feet per lineal foot of street frontage, 


provided no single sign exceeds a gross surface area of seven hundred (700) square feet. 
 
4) Maximum Height: Fifty (50) feet 
 
5) Required Setback: None 
 
6) Illumination: Illuminated signs are permitted 


 
 







SIGN TYPE     (max) No. Ht. Size No. Ht. Size No. Ht. Size No. Ht. Size No. Ht. Size No. Ht. Size


Building 1 -- 1 sf 1 -- 4 sf 1 -- 6 sf


Development 1 15' 100 sf


Entrance Monument 2 6' 60 sf 1 6' 60 sf 1 6' 20 sf


Yard e. 6' 6 sf e. 6' 6 sf


Window 1 -- 1 sf


Freestanding 1 15' 20 sf


Setback


Awning a. 40' 300 sf 3 -- 20 sf 2 50' --


Canopy a. 40' 300 sf 3 -- 20 sf 2 50' --


Marquee a. 40' 300 sf 3 -- 20 sf 2 50' --


Ground 2 -- 300 sf 1 6' 20 sf 2 50' 700 sf


Pole 2 40' 300 sf 1 15' 20 sf 2 50' 700 sf


Projecting 1/d. 40' 300 sf 2 50' --


Wall a/c 40' 300 sf 2 -- 20 sf 2 50' 700 sf


Roof b. 40' 300 sf 2 50' 700 sf


E-message Centers 1 40' 300 sf 2 50' 700 sf


Portable 1 -- 300 sf 2 50' --


Max Gross Surface Area


Ilumination


In Street R/W


1000' US 36/I-35


Corner Sight Triangle


Billboards


a. The number of signs may not exceed that allowed when computing the maximum gross surface area.


b. See Art. 23.4.H regarding roof sign engineering and vertical extension.


c. Maximum wall sign projection is 12 inches.


d. Projecting signs in C-1 must be at least two feet from curb-back and eight feet above grade.


e. The number of residential yard signs is not limited.  Total area of all signs may not exceed 36 sq. ft.  Each sign face is a sign.


sf = square feet


No signs within 35 ft. of intersecting pavement edge


Require conditional use permit (See Article 31)


100' Ht


No No No d., C-1 only No No


Indirect Indirect Indirect Yes Indirect Yes


4 sf/ft Street front 4 sf/ft Street front 4 sf/ft Street front


None None None None None None


QUICK REFERENCE SIGN TABLE


Residential Residential Non-Residential Commercial Commercial Lt. Manuf.


R-1, R-2 R-3, R4 (R-1, R-2) C-1, C-2, CM-P C-N M-1
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RESOLUTION 2011-14 
 


Agenda Item 
 
TO:  Mayor and City Council 
 
FROM:  Mark Gaugh, Interim City Manager 
   
DATE:  October 3, 2011 
 
RE:  Surplus Equipment Resolution 
 
Issues  
 
In the late nineties, the City purchased three, previously owned generating units and built a metal 
building the house them. Our power rate structure was such that we could shave off some of our 
peak power load, thereby reducing some of the demand charges for purchased electricity. In 
2006, our power rate structure changed, making peak shaving less desirable. We are now paying 
more for overall usage, and a little less for peak usage than the old rate structure. In addition, new 
switchgear needed to be installed, along with other modifications. It was determined at that time 
that the peak shaving plant would not be cost-effective to operate, or borderline, at best. 
 
Staff recommends that the various components of the decommissioned peak shaving plant be sold 
for scrap or market value. There are several reasons for the recommendation: 
 


 The generator engines were originally purchased as used equipment. They have come to 
the point of needing repairs. Two of the units need extensive repairs, while the third unit 
may need only moderate repairs. 


 New air pollution requirements will result in an estimated expenditure of $70,000 per unit 
to bring the generator units up to compliance ($210,000 total). 


 The fuel storage area will need modifications to meet environmental regulations. This 
includes fencing, security lighting and possibly a better fuel containment structure. 


 Our plant used to be in a secluded area, but a housing subdivision has grown adjacent to 
it. The City has received complaints in the past about the noise coming from the building 
when the units are operating.  


 The building was not designed to effectively remove heat generated from the engines. 
This heat has damaged some of the electrical components in the past. Building 
modifications will be necessary, along with the other improvements already mentioned. 


 Our current power rate structure is not as favorable for shaving peak load as it was in the 
past. This can change, however. Because of this, it might be advisable to always maintain 
enough in reserves (barring any large emergencies) to build a new peak shaving facility 
when the time is right. Our power purchase contract will need to better address this issue, 
as well. At present, the cost of diesel fuel is a key factor, as well. Also, the sizing of any 
future units should be evaluated. A better mix in the size and/or number of power units 
may make more sense. A location in a commercial area is preferred. 


 
 
Recommendation 


 
Staff recommends that the Council pass the resolution declaring the peak shaving equipment as 
surplus. It is also recommended that we keep a healthy fund reserve to assist with the construction 
of a new facility in the future, should the rate structure change to a more demand-based rate. 







 
Resolution 2011-14 


 
A RESOLUTION TO DECLARE AS SURPLUS, GENERATORS AND 


SWITCHGEAR FROM THE UTILITIES DEPARTMENT WITHIN 
THE CITY OF CAMERON, CLINTON AND DeKALB COUNTIES, 


MISSOURI 
 


WHEREAS, the City of Cameron removes old or obsolete materials from 
inventory from time to time; and 
 


WHEREAS, the Electric Division of the Utilities Department has abandoned a 
former peak shaving generating plant, located near the water treatment plant; and 
 


WHEREAS, the generators will need extensive repairs and emission controls to 
ever be used; and 
 


WHEREAS, it would not be cost effective to spend the funds necessary to bring 
the peaking plant up to standards. 
 


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of 
Cameron, Clinton and DeKalb Counties, Missouri, as follows: 
 


Section 1.  The peak shaving equipment is declared surplus and will be sold for 
scrap or parts.  


 
Section 2.  The Interim City Manager is hereby authorized to sell said property. 


 
Section 3.  The City Clerk is hereby authorized to attest to the Mayor Pro-Tem’s 


signature for all of the documents evidenced in this Resolution. 
 


Passed and approved this 3rd day of October 2011. 
 


 
             
      Mayor Pro-Tem Jerri Ann Eddins  
ATTEST: 
 
 
       
City Clerk 
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