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CITY OF CAMERO  

MI UTES 

JA UARY 22, 2008 

PAGE 1 

 

 

REGULAR SESSIO  
 
Everett W. Ice   P 
Michael G. Johnson  P 
David C. Lee    P 
Larry L. McCord, Jr.  A 
Artis Stoebener  P  
 
 The City Council of the City of Cameron, Missouri met in Regular Session on 
Tuesday, the 22nd day of January 2008, at five o’clock p.m. at City Hall.  Mayor Pro-Tem 
David C. Lee presided with the following Councilmembers present:  Everett W. Ice, 
Michael G. Johnson and Artis Stoebener.   Absent:  Larry L. McCord, Jr. 
 
 Present were City Manager Phillip R. Lammers, Attorney for the City Mitch 
Elliott and City Clerk Barbara J. O’Connor. 
 
 Minutes of the January 7, 2008, meeting were approved as submitted with a 
unanimous voice vote on motion made by Councilmember Johnson and seconded by 
Councilmember Stoebener.  Absent:  Mayor McCord.  
 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATIO  
 
 Mayor Pro-Tem Lee presented the Cameron High School DECA Chapter with a 
proclamation honoring and acknowledging their many efforts, including formulating the 
slogan for Great Northwest Day at the Capitol, “What Can Cameron Do for You? At the 
Crossroads of Your Life.”  The City and the Cameron Chamber of Commerce were 
pleased to work with the students on this project. 
 
 Frank Buck, 203 West Thirteenth Street, asked where the Rural Water District 
connects to City water.  City Manager Lammers gave the location of seven (7) 
connection meters.  Mr. Buck then asked what the Rural Water District would gain from 
the water improvements that are being proposed.  City Manager Lammers responded the 
improvements in the south part of the City would increase flow, accommodate growth 
and help to maintain pressure in the extremities of their district. 
 
 Todd Colvin, 208 East Fourteenth Street, asked Council to reconsider his request 
to keep four (4) dogs at his residence.  Mr. Colvin said he is making arrangements to 
insure the dogs do not get out of their confinement.   
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CITY MA AGER’S REPORT 
 

1.  Financial report.  The budget year is 25 percent complete. 
2. Utility Report.  Purchase of power is up compared to one (1) year ago.  Water 

production is flat. 
3. Electric Superintendent Recruitment.  Staff is continuing the search for an 

Electric Superintendent. 
4. Letter to property owners stating guidelines for storm debris removal and 

burning on South Elm Street.  The letter is being refined and will be sent soon.  
City Manager Lammers said Staff appreciates citizen patience in working 
through the debris collection.  FEMA and SEMA team members are working 
with Staff to determine the extent of damage to trees in the right of way.  
Debris has been picked up on snow routes by the Public Works Department 
and all debris from the pick up has been burned.  The area on South Elm 
Street does not lend itself to the use of an air curtain during the burning. 

5. Water Initiative.  City Manager Lammers noted Council moved to approve the 
State Revolving Fund financing bond election at the last Council Session.  
Staff would also like Council to approve the Water/Sewer Committee 
recommendations for a water rate increase and a system development charge 
(impact fee) for new users.  Staff will look into fees that are being charged by 
other cities and bring the information back to Council.  City Manager 
Lammers told Council the water rate increase is needed sooner than later and 
suggested a five (5) percent increase in the next 30 days.  The increase will 
show on utility bills in 45 to 60 days.  Once the bond election has been held, it 
can be determined how much more of an increase is needed.  Staff was 
instructed to bring impact fee information and deal with the water 
recommendation at the same time. 

 
Councilmember Johnson asked City Manager Lammers about the storm debris 

window.   City Manager Lammers explained it will take six (6) months or longer to 
complete the cleanup.  Work is continuing on tree pruning and removal where necessary 
on City right of ways.  Public Works Director Drew Bontrager stated he hopes to have a 
debris contract in the next week or two (2) with the contractor begining actual work in 
three (3) to four (4) weeks. 

 

DEVELOPME T DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 
1. Planning and Zoning meets February 11, 2008.  The Commission will hold a 

public hearing regarding a day care center request by the YMCA; and, review 
a commercial building permit for Flying J. 

2. Legislative Update.  A bill has been introduced entitled “Missouri Voluntary 
Development Agreement Law” which will allow taxing jurisdictions to 
determine their level of participation for tax capture.  This is only for public 
infrastructure. 
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3. Transportation.  The Missouri Department of Transportation is installing a 
total of six (6) electronic message boards in Northwest Missouri.  The boards 
will give traffic information, road closing, etc. 

4. The Board of Adjustment will meet February 19, 2008 regarding a sign 
variance request from Flying J. 

5. Leadership Northwest Missouri.  Traditionally the City has provided tuition 
for an individual to attend the training sessions.  Staff has budgeted $500 for 
this training.  There were no objections from Council. The City will sponsor a 
trainee. 

 

U FI ISHED BUSI ESS 
 

Bill 2008-1, A  ORDI A CE AUTHORIZI G THE CITY OF 

CAMERO , CLI TO  A D DeKALB COU TIES, MISSOURI, TO E TER 

I TO A  AGREEME T FOR PLA  I G SERVICES WITH BUCHER, 

WILLIS A D RATLIFF CORPORATIO  FOR COMPREHE SIVE PLA  

PROFESSIO AL CO SULTI G SERVICES, was read by title by City Clerk 
O’Connor.  Copies of said Bill 2008-1 were available for the public.  Motion was made 
by Councilmember Johnson and seconded by Councilmember Stoebener to pass said bill 
on first reading.  Discussion.  Development Director Shellby Hendee told Council 
interviews have been completed and Staff recommends the Bucher, Willis and Ratliff 
Corporation proposal be accepted.  The total agreement amount is $74,400.  Work on the 
comprehensive plan should be completed in nine (9) months.  Motion carried 
unanimously.  Absent:  Mayor McCord.   
 
 Motion was made by Councilmember Stoebener and seconded by Councilmember 
Johnson to suspend the rules and place said bill on second reading.  Discussion.  None.  
Motion carried unanimously.  Absent:  Mayor McCord.  
 

On motion made by Councilmember Ice and seconded by Councilmember 
Stoebener said bill was placed on second reading, was read by title and passed by the 
following roll call vote:  “Aye”:  Councilmembers:  Ice, Johnson, Lee and Stoebener.  
“Nay” none. Absent:  Mayor McCord.  The Mayor Pro-Tem thereupon declared said bill 
duly adopted and said bill was numbered ORDI A CE 5405, was thereupon signed by 
the Mayor Pro-Tem and attested by the City Clerk. 

 

 EW BUSI ESS 

 
Bill 2008-2, A  ORDI A CE CALLI G A SPECIAL ELECTIO  O  A 

REVE UE BO D QUESTIO  I  THE CITY OF CAMERO , MISSOURI 

(WATER SYSTEM IMPROVEME TS), was read by title by City Clerk O’Connor.  
Copies of said Bill 2008-2 were available for the public.  Motion was made by 
Councilmember Johnson and seconded by Councilmember Ice to pass said bill on first 
reading.  Discussion.  City Manager Lammers informed Council the documents for the 
election have been prepared by Nancy Lear, Gilmore and Bell, and contain routine 
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language.  Staff recommends approval of Bill 2008-2.  The water rate increase with the 
passage of the bond financing will be substantially less. The interest rate from the bonds 
will be less than conventional lending institutions could provide.  City Manager Lammers 
also said this will be more economical than using a Certificate of Participation to achieve 
the improvements. Motion carried unanimously.  Absent:  Mayor McCord.  
 
 Motion was made by Councilmember Stoebener and seconded by Councilmember 
Ice to suspend the rules and place said bill on second reading.  Discussion.  None.  
Motion carried unanimously.  Absent:  Mayor McCord.  
 

On motion made by Councilmember Johnson and seconded by Councilmember 
Ice said bill was placed on second reading, was read by title and passed by the following 
roll call vote:  “Aye”:  Councilmembers:  Ice, Johnson, Lee and Stoebener.  “Nay” none. 
Absent:  Mayor McCord. The Mayor Pro-Tem thereupon declared said bill duly adopted 
and said bill was numbered ORDI A CE 5406, was thereupon signed by the Mayor 
Pro-Tem and attested by the City Clerk. 

 
Bill 2008-3, A  ORDI A CE AUTHORIZI G THE GE ERAL 

ELECTIO  TO BE HELD O  8 APRIL 2008, FIXI G THE POLLI G PLACES 

OF SAID ELECTIO , A D DIRECTI G THE CITY CLERK TO CAUSE 

BALLOTS TO BE PRI TED A D ELECTIO  SUPPLIES PROCURED FOR 

SAID ELECTIO , was read by title by City Clerk O’Connor.  Copies of said Bill 2008-
3 were available for the public.  Motion was made by Councilmember Stoebener and 
seconded by Councilmember Johnson to pass said bill on first reading.  Eight candidates 
have filed for the two (2) terms that are expiring.  The terms of Michael G. Johnson and 
David C. Lee expire April 2008.  Discussion.  Motion carried unanimously.  Absent:  
Mayor McCord.  
 
 Motion was made by Councilmember Johnson and seconded by Councilmember 
Ice to suspend the rules and place said bill on second reading.  Discussion.  None.  
Motion carried unanimously.  Absent:  Mayor McCord.  
 

On motion made by Councilmember Stoebener and seconded by Councilmember 
Johnson said bill was placed on second reading, was read by title and passed by the 
following roll call vote:  “Aye”:  Councilmembers:  Ice, Johnson, Lee and Stoebener.  
“Nay” none. Absent:  Mayor McCord. The Mayor Pro-Tem thereupon declared said bill 
duly adopted and said bill was numbered ORDI A CE 5407, was thereupon signed by 
the Mayor Pro-Tem and attested by the City Clerk. 

 
Bill 2008-4, A  ORDI A CE CORRECTI G A ZO I G MAP ERROR 

FOR PROPERTY AT 715  . ELM STREET, was read by title by City Clerk 
O’Connor.  Copies of said Bill 2008-4 were available for the public.  Motion was made 
by Councilmember Johnson and seconded by Councilmember Ice to pass said bill on first 
reading.  Discussion.  Development Director Hendee said 715 North Elm Street has been 
commercial since 1951 and at some point in time had been inadvertently omitted from the 



City of Cameron Minutes January 22, 2008 

 Page 5 

Zoning Map.  This Bill corrects that error.  Motion carried unanimously.  Absent:  Mayor 
McCord.  
 
 Motion was made by Councilmember Johnson and seconded by Councilmember 
Stoebener to suspend the rules and place said bill on second reading.  Discussion.  None.  
Motion carried unanimously.  Absent:  Mayor McCord.  
 

On motion made by Councilmember Ice and seconded by Councilmember 
Stoebener said bill was placed on second reading, was read by title and passed by the 
following roll call vote:  “Aye”:  Councilmembers:  Ice, Johnson, Lee and Stoebener.  
“Nay” none. Absent:  Mayor McCord. The Mayor Pro-Tem thereupon declared said bill 
duly adopted and said bill was numbered ORDI A CE 5408, was thereupon signed by 
the Mayor Pro-Tem and attested by the City Clerk. 

 
Planning and Zoning commission Issues for Council Consideration. 
 
i. Kennel Permit – 308 East Fourteenth Street.  Development Director Hendee 

reviewed history of the request for a kennel permit from Todd Colvin and 
Courtney Bailey to have four (4) dogs.  The Commission had recommended on 
the first permit request in December 2007 that it be denied.  The second request 
also went before the Planning and Zoning Commission.  The petition died for a 
lack of a motion; therefore the Commission does not recommend approval of 
the Conditional Use Permit.  Councilmember Johnson moved to deny the 
request. Councilmember Stoebener seconded the motion which passed with a 
unanimous voice vote.  Absent:  Mayor McCord. 

 
ii. Semi-Tractor parking – 405 South Elm.  Development Director Hendee said a 

request to park a semi-trailer in a residential district was reviewed by the 
Commission.  Eddie Troutwine, applicant, has been parking his semi-trailer at 
405 South Elm on and off for a number of years and has been cited on a couple 
of occasions.  The Planning and Zoning Commission recommends Council 
deny the Petition.  City Attorney Elliott stated the goal of Code Enforcement is 
not to achieve convictions and fines, but to assist citizens to come into 
compliance with the Code of the City of Cameron. Mr. Troutwine currently 
owes fines for this violation. Councilmember Johnson moved to deny the 
request for a Conditional Use Permit to park a semi-trailer at 405 South Elm 
Street.  Councilmember Stoebener seconded the motion which passed with a 
unanimous voice vote.  Absent:  Mayor McCord. 

 

MISCELLA EOUS 
 
 Councilmember Stoebener: 

• Encouraged all to look at the booth prepared by the Cameron High School 
DECA Chapter for the Great Northwest Day at the Capitol.  
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• Noted three (3) upcoming training sessions on water issues and asked if 
the general public could attend, stating it would be good if the Council 
candidates attended. 

 
Councilmember Johnson: 

• Said he has received complaints about low illumination of the new lights 
on South Walnut Street.  Staff is trying to make some adjustments and also 
trying some different bulbs to see if the lighting could be made brighter. 

 
Councilmember Ice: 

• Stated that Code enforcement is not for punishment, but consistency is 
necessary in the enforcement efforts. 

• Hopes the debris removal will go quickly. 
 

City Manager Lammers: 

• Informed Council the contracts for McElwain Drive Extension have 
arrived.  There is still one form needed from the Missouri Department of 
Transportation.  When the signed document comes from MoDOT, a 
special meeting will need to be held to approve the contract. 

• Noted the second meeting date in February is Presidents’ Day, a holiday 
for City employees. 

 
 There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned with a unanimous 
voice vote at 6:00 p.m. on motion made by Councilmember Johnson and seconded by 
Councilmember Ice.  
 
       APPROVED: 
 
 
 
                                                                                  _______________________________ 
                Mayor Larry L. McCord, Jr. 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
City Clerk 


